SEE/HEAR

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS AND DEAFBLINDNESS FOR FAMILIES AND PROFESSIONALS
A collaborative effort of the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas Commission for the Blind

Spring 2001 Volume 6, No. 2
Tableof Contents
FAMILY
ADSOrDING TNE SIGNLS......ccee ettt st e s be e st e e e eeneenre s 2
Specia EduCation SErVES DIVEISE SHUAENTS........ccoiiiirieierieeeiresie et se e eens 3
o= 0V - SR 5
BliNANESSISN' t AN ODSIACIE......ceeieieeee ettt st b et e et e sbesbesbe e e e eesbenaeas 6
JUSE A TYPICEAl TEENAGEY .....c ettt sttt et st b e s bt et et et e s b e s besae e s e et e besbeebe e st e neeeesbesbeeneeneeneeneentens 9
PROGRAMMING
A Cdebration of Communitiesand Connections: The2001 Texas Symposium on Deafblindness.............cc.cue...... 9
TrendsintheUseof Braille Contractionsinthe United States- Implicationsfor UBC DeCISIONS..........oovevererenenen. 12
A Timeto Embrace - Parents of Specia-Needs Children Find Respitein Night-Out Programs...........cccceverveenee. 17
I’man Outreach Consultant - Do | Really Want to Do Raised-Lined DrawingS?.........ccccevrerernererenesesenesesienens 19
SYNDROMES/CONDITIONS
Leber’'sCongenital AMAUIOSIS.........ciiiiiiirireeie ettt st et e sbesbesse e e e e e saesbesbesaesneeneenseneeseens 22
Y= 0T LSS 23
Attention: Individualsand Familieswith Usher Syndrome...........cceerireienninneise e 25
Interesting Factsfrom the Year 2001 Annual Registration of Studentswith Visua Impairments...........cocovvvevenene. 26
The2001 Texas DeafDliNG CENSUS ........cceiiririeeie ettt e e st e b a et e b e sbesnenns 27
NEWS& VIEWS
Look theWOrld Straight INTNEEY ..ot 30
AVisionfor Texas- Our Profession DetermineSItSOWN DESHINY.........ccviirrirenereereres e 31
Book Review: What's Sopping You? Living Successfully with Disability..........cccoovveiiiinnninineee e 34
Spanish-Language Low Vision Booklet NOW AVAIIEDIEL ... 35
AreYou Still Looking for Summer Activitiesfor Your Kids?? It MAY Not BeTooLatel..........cccoevverecnererienenen. 35
SNOM ClasSES AL TSBV ...ttt ettt et e b e et et e be e e e besreeneenreas 36
FINAING VWNEEIS LISISEIV. ...ttt sttt sttt sttt e et e s b e s beeb e e st e ne et e besaenreenens 37
Survey Regarding Proposed Changesto the APH Tactile GraphiCSKit.........ccoovirevinineieieeeeee e 37
(@SS ) = o SRS 38
Kate'sCorner

One of the best things about working in thefield of visual impairmentsand deafblindnessisthewonderful people
who becomeyour friendsthrough theyears. At the Texas Sympos um on Deafblindnesswhich took placein February
in Dallas, many of my friends, new and old, came together to learn and to honor some special people we know.
Beginning on page 9 you can learn more about this cel ebration and some special awardsthat were presented there.

Another event, the TexasAER Conference, took placeinApril, and anumber of our friendswere honored there.
Joinusincongratulating al these deserving folksand cel ebrating their achievements.
Kate'sCorner - continued on page 25
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Editor’s note: In this edition of SEE/HEAR we wanted to feature a number of individuals with visual
impair ments and deafblindnesswho are doing a variety of interesting thingswith their lives. Asyou read about
each of them, we think you will be reminded that life is about more than a disability.

AbsorbingtheSights
By Amanda Rogers, Staff Writer, Arlington Sar-Telegram
<arogers@star-telegram.com>
Reprinted courtesy of the Arlington Sar-Telegram

DaynonWelch, 10, plowsthrough the barns at the Stock Show, dodging poop and peoplewith skill and trying to
seeeverything at once. Not so easy when your sight extendsonly six feet.

“What'sinthere?’ Daynon asksashedartsahead of visonteacher Joanne K ennedy’sgroup. Daynon headsinsde
abarn hecan barely see.

“That would hurtif it fell onyou,” he saysasheleanscloser toaBrown Swisscow lyinginthestraw. “Can| touch
it?" TheGranbury fourth-grader sitsdown next to the cow to rub her side. Soon he has petted every cow inthearea.

Daynon and 53 other youngsters got their chance Friday to “ see” the Stock Show and Rodeo courtesy of the
Telephone Pioneers, aservice organization at Southwestern Bell of Ft. Worth for decades. The Pioneerspicked up the
$1,200tab for 75 rodeo ticketsfor the students, teachers and chaperones.

The Pioneers take the children to the Stock Show and the circus every year, said Delane Archer, one of the
organizers.

Noneof thechildrenfocusesonwhat they can’t do, only what they can, Archer said. They visitthe FFA Children’'s
Barnyard, cruisethrough the barn, then head to therodeo.

To helpthechildren*see”’ therodeo, Southwestern Bell supplies 37 headphones connected to amicrophonethat
PaulaReed-Tollet usesto describewhat’ sgoing oninthearena.

Rodeosare nothing new for 10-year-old Brittney Holland, who hasbeen legally blind since birth. Brittney, afifth-
grader from Aledo, started riding horseswhen shewas4 and won her first belt bucklefor barrel racing from Profes-
siona Youth Rodeo Association at age 9.

What' s so nice about thisisthey have headphones,” said her mom, Susan Holland. * Eventhough wegoto rodeos
twiceamonth, thishel ps Brittney know what’sgoing on.”

Brittney hasno vision in one eye and has 20/400 sight in the other. To help her navigatethe course, her barrel -
racing Sster, Hayley, 12, and her mom talk to her onwalkie-talkiesto tell her whento turn and whento dow her horse,
Red. Thereareaso peopleat each barrel telling Brittney whento turn.

After checking out the animal sinthe barns, Daynon and Brittney are eager to pull onthe headphonesto hear Reed-
Tollet describe the opening ceremoniesat therodeo in theWill Rogers Coliseum. Both use hand-held telescopes.

“They’reriding afabulous array of horses and some of them are going to do scary tricks,” Reed-Tollet says
excitedly into themicrophone. When abucking horseburstsout of the chute, shetriesto explainwhy thehorseistrying
so hardtotossitsrider.
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“Wewear abelt to hold up our pants,” shesays. “Thehorseswear abelt, but they don’t care muchfor it. These
arewild horsesand they buck.”

Reed-Tollet started doing the running commentary for Southwestern Bell 25 years ago when sheworked ona
children's TV show, Kid’'sKorner, on Channel 11.

“I just try to describe all the colorsand what peoplearedoing,” she saysasfireworksexplodeinsidethe arena.
“Ohh, fireworks! That sound you heard wasfireworksgoing off. Don’t beafraid. They’ regoing off insidethe
building.”

Special Education ServesDiver se Students
By Tommy Young, Staff Writer with the Plainview Daily Herald
Reprint courtesy of the Plainview Daily Herald

Many peoplethink of mentally disabled children whenthey think about special education programs. But director
John Hightower saysthe Plainview | SD Specid Education program hasevolved into an all-encompassing project.

“We servestudentswith al manner of both physical and menta specia needs. Westrivetogiveall of our students,
disabled or not, afair shot at having equal accessto afree public education.”

Thedistrict serves 855 studentswith special needsand anumber of the studentshave physical disabilities. The
district hasawidearray of programsto hel p studentswho need morethan traditional instruction.

“Werey onalot of technology to help our studentscompeteonalevel playingfield,” said Hightower. “Weaso
employ severd individual swith specifictraining who incorporatethe technol ogy to assist our students.”

Thedistrict hasone physical therapi<t, two occupational therapists, aschool psychologist, aspeech therapist, and
severd teaching ass stantswho give the studentsindividua attention.

OnePlainview student who recelves agreat deal of assistance from the varioustechnologiesand individualsin-
volvedinthel SD Special Education Programis Jeffrey Pruett.

Heisal6-year-old freshman at Plainview High. He hasbeen diagnosed with Friedreich’sAtaxia, one of the 40-
plustypesof Muscular Dystrophy.

“Itisaneurological diseasethat attacksthe muscles, but Jeffrey hasbeen hit pretty hard,” explainshismother,
Jeanie Pruett. “It doesn’'t normally attack asearly inlifeasit did Jeffrey. 1t also hasaffected hisvison—heislegally
blind—and hishearing. Heisdeaf, and it doesn’t normally do that.”

Jeffrey isconfined to awheel chair and haslost the ability to swallow, necessitating hisuse of afeeding tube. But
Jeffrey’smindissharp and vibrant.

Ashisfather Brianputit: *“Hisbody isconfined to that whee chair but hismindisfree, and hemakesthemost of that
freedom.”

“ Jeffrey hasthe same hopesand dreamsasany other 16-year-old. Hewantsto haveagirl friend and goto college
and beaproductivepart of society,” sayshismother.
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Jefrey dsohasthe Specid Education programat Planview Highhdping him beasfreeaspossbleand ataining hisgods.

“1 think the school district and Mr. Hightower absolutely do the best they canto provide Jeffrey and all of their
disabled studentsthe best educationthey can,” said Mrs. Pruett. “They try and get him the kind of equipment heneeds,
and they’ ve even gone asfar asto rearrange the bus schedule where heisthe last one on the route so he doesn’t
becomefatigued dueto hisbusride. They’ veeven customized hisclass schedulewherethey allow himto taketwo
blocksof art class.”

Jeffrey displaysan extraordinary talent asan artist that belieshis physical limitations—enough talent that heis
entering an art contest for disabled students sponsored by the Helen Keller Foundation.

Art teacher Sandy Smith feels Jeffrey’ stalent inspires able-bodied studentsaround him.

“ Seeing theamount of talent he hasand what he can achieve amazesthem. Hehasaremarkableability to transfer
what he seesto paper or canvas. Heisfull of lifeand hebringsthat quaity to hisart work. | believeitinspiresother
studentsto go beyond what they expect of themselves,” said Mrs. Smith.

“Hewantsto bepart of what’sgoing onandin art classheisableto dojust that,” added Mrs. Pruett.

Classmate Bryson Davis, who isafootball and basketball player for the Bulldogs, agreeswith the assessment of
bothwomen: “It’snot every day you see aperson with hisdisabilitiesdo thetype of work that he can do. He' sbetter
than most of usinhere.”

“He's10timesbetter than| am,” chimed in another classmate.

Other than hislimitations, Jeffrey ismuch likeany other 16-year-old boy.

When asked what hisfavorite kind of art project was, Jeffrey responded through teaching assistant Herminia
Zuniga “Panting.”

When pushed further Jeffrey admits, “1 like painting pretty girlsthemost,” hisresponseinviting achucklefromhis
classmates seated near by.

Mrs. Zunigahasbeen with Jeffrey since hisfifth gradeyear. Thetwo have developed aspecia bond.

“ Jeffrey isunableto communicate with hispeersbecause they don’t know sign language, sothe only peopleheis
ableto communicate with besidesusare Mrs. (Jane) Holt, Deaf Education teacher for Plainview schools, and his
teaching assistants Glenn Truett and HerminiaZuniga,” said Mr. Pruett. “ At an agewhenyou havealot of questionsto
ask and no oneto givethe answers but those who can communi cate with you, they haveaspecial relationshipthat is
deeper than what most studentsand their teachershave.”

Mrs. Holt indicatesthat, hopefully, the communication barrier between Jeff and hispeerswill lessen thanksto
technology provided by thedistrict.

“Wearein the processof having alaptop computer mounted on Jeffrey’swheelchair. It hasInternet accessandis
loaded with AOL Instant Messenger, so hisfriendscan tell when heison lineand they can writemessagestohim.”

“Inanindirect way, having the computer will help Jeffrey with hisfinemotor skills, and strengthen hishandsand
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shoulder muscles, butitismostly for socid interactionand
communication,” said Occupational Therapist Gretchen
Foster, who holds therapy sessionswith Jeffrey every
other week.

ThePruettsarewell aware of thefact that their sonis
inavery precarioussituation, but they havea*lifeister-
minal” attitude and focuson thefact of livinglifetoits
fullest.

They feel that the specia education program of the
Painview schoal district helpstheir sonlivethesameway.

Jeff Pruett works on an art project. Heislegally
blind and has to be extremely close to the subject
heisdrawing. Jeffreyisenteringadrawingina
national art contest for disabled students
sponsored by Helen Keller Foundation.

“Everyonefrom Mr. Hightower toMrs. Holt and Mrs.
Zunigaand the therapistsdo an excellent job at | etting
Jeffrey experience school asnormally aspossibleand by
doing so enhancethequdlity of hislife,” Brian Pruett said.

Baby Talk

By Thomas Fields-Meyer and Frances Dinkel spiel
Reprinted from the December 11, 2000 issue of People Weekly Magazine
by specia permission; © 2000, Time Inc.

In her bedroom at her family’sBenicia, California, home, Dionne Quan keeps on video dozensof Disney movies
that she haswatched over and over, dreaming of one day performing in the kind of filmsthat have captured her
imagination sinceshewasachild. But shewatchesthemin her own uniqueway, pressing her faceright uptothepicture
tube. “My noseisright nexttothe TV so | can seewhatever | can see,” saysQuan, 22. “Whatever | can’t see, |
managetofigureout.”

Visually impaired since birth, Quan has never let her disability stop her from pursuing her dreams. Now witha
voice-over roleasKimi, an energetic Japanese toddler in Rugratsin Paris, thelatest animated feature based onthe
Nickelodeon hit series, she'sliving them. “ She'sanincredibly talented kid,” saysthefilm’svoicedirector Charlie
Adler, 44. “Therewasno doubt when shecamein. Shewanted this. Shehad the ability to dothis.”

Anddoitwell. Producershad to make some minor adjustmentsto accommodate Quan’sdisability whilethey
recorded, repositioning the microphone so it wouldn’t pick up the sound of her fingerson her braille script; they also
avoided last minute dial ogue changes. But beforelong, any difference between Quan and her castmatesmelted away.
“Shegivesafreshimmediacy toal of her lines,” saysher voiceteacher Mike Matthews. “ | forget she’ snot sighted.
Sheactually seesmore, if youwill, than most of usdo.”

That insight has devel oped through hard work and dedication - both from Dionneand her parents, Daryl, 46, and
Lori, 44, who run asewing machineand vacuum storein nearby Valgo. Theolder of their two children (brother Daryl
is20), Dionne seemed hedlthy at birth. But four monthslater Lori noticed that her daughter’seyesweren’t following
themobiletwirling above her crib. A CAT scan showed she had somebrainirregularities, and at 6 months shewas
diagnosed with hypoplasia- or underdevel opment - of the optic nerve. Theunusua condition left her with extremely
limited sight, allowing her to make out only some colorsand vague shapes.
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Determined to hel p her daughter succeed, L ori rearranged her lifeto focuson Dionne, speaking to her al day and
describing everything shedid and saw to orient thechild. “1 wanted to help her asmuch as| could so she could achieve
her dreams,” say Lori, whotold her daughter: *Youwant to act, go act. Youwant to play ball, go play ball.”

Quan didn’t take long to choose. Drawn to reading, having learned braille at age 7, she liked to act out the
charactersin her storybooks. At 10, sheenrolled in an after-school program at a San Francisco dramaschool, where
shelearned how to make her way around astage. “Obvioudy thingslike pantomiming didn’t work sowell,” shesays,
“because| couldn’timagine something inmy hand whenit redlly wasn't there.”

Then, when Quan was 12, her father heard voice-over teacher Samantha Paris on aradio talk show and took
Dionneto study with her. “1t just opened up awhole new world,” Dionne says, because| didn’t haveto worry about
gesturing.” Infact, her impaired vision may have heightened her other senses. “ Shehasanincredibleear,” saysParis.
“To hear thisgirl sng makesyou cry.”

Having found her niche, Quan flourished, landing her first commercia job at 14 in an ad for ahealth maintenance
organization. Voice-oversfor such projectsasjelly bean adsand children’scartoons, including Nickelodeon’s The
WId Thornberries, followed. By thetime sheauditioned for Rugrats, Quanwasapro. “It wasachalengetofinda
voicethat would meld with the ensembl e and have the same youth, theinnocence, thevitality,” saystalent director
BarbaraWright, who chose Quan from 200 hopefuls. “ Dionnehad aunique, very dear quality.”

Sodear, infact, that shewas promptly offered - and accepted - arecurring role on the Rugratstel evision show.
Early next year Quan plansto moveout of her parents home andinto one shewill sharewith brother Daryl, aUCLA
student, in LosAngeles, which presentsitsown challenges. “It'sgoing to beagood experience,” shesays. “Butina
way it'sscary.” To prepare, shegot specia trainingin programsthat teach blind peoplebasic skills. Andfor thefirst
time, shelearned to writein conventional script - for the express purpose, she says, of signing autographs.

Blindnesslsn’t an Obstacle
By Adam Shell
Feb 16, 2001, Copyright 2001, USA TODAY. Reprinted with permission

LauraSloate still remembersthe sting of rejection, the mean-spirited words, the blatant discrimination. While
interviewingfor her first job asasecuritiesanalyst inthelate’ 60s- armed only with youthful enthusasmand ameaster’s
degreeinhistory - aresearch chief at abrokeragefirm basically told her to forget about acareer onWall Street. “He
sad, ‘ You havethreethingsagainst you: You reawoman; you can't see; and you' reinexperienced,” Sloaterecalls.
Sheproved himwrong. Today, she managesa$405 million stock portfolio even though she can’t read astock chart,
scan aspreadsheet or view ahot new product. Sloate, 55, has been blind since detached retinasrobbed her of her
sight at age 6. The handicap hasn’t stopped the determined S oate from succeeding in the sighted world. She heads
SloateWeisman Murray & Co., aninvestment firm she co-foundedin 1974. Sheaso managesthe Strong Valuefund,
which gained 13% last year despitethe stock market’ sworst performancein adecade.

Most blind peopleonly dream of Sloate'ssuccess. Of theestimated 1.3 millionAmericans22to 50 who arelegaly
blind, about half are unemployed, saysthe American Foundationfor the Blind. And oneinthreeblind people18to 64
who do work earn lessthan $20,000 ayear.

Still, thefiercely competitive Sloate sayssightisn’t anissue. “Blindnessisn’t an obstacle,” says Sloate, who has
worked onWall Street since 1968. “ It just forcesyou to do thingsdifferently.”

Likemost on Wall Street, informationisSoate'slifeblood. “1I’maninformationjunkie,” shesays. “If | went cold
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turkey, I’ d beinworse shape than athree-pack-a-day smoker without acigarette.” Thetrick - andthekey to success-is
getting datainto her heed. Shespendsher entireday doingjust that. “My full knowledgeinput isthroughmy ears,” shesays.

ULTIMATEINMULTI-TASKING

Itis10am. and thetrading day isinfull swing. While her guide dog, an 8-year-old German shepherd named
Quartz, napsat her feet, Sloateisdoing what seemslike 10thingsat once: Listening to breaking businessnewsthat
spillsout of her PC’s speakersat 320 words per minute.

Checking stock quotes. She hitsthe F3 key on her PC and punchesin thesymbol C. A robotic voiceresponds
withaquotefor Citigroup, her top holding: “C...Bid...50... Point ... 5265 ... End ... Ask ... 50 ... Point ... 750 ...
End.” Head trader Michagl Adamson servesasahuman stock ticker, updating Sl oate via speakerphone.

Readinge-mail. ShedoubleclicksonamessagefromaWall Street analyst dissecting Citigroup’searningsreport
released beforethebell. The computer readsthe e-mail’ s content to her.

“Lauragetsthroughinhuman amountsof information,” saysChip Rewey, senior portfolio manager at Soate’ sfirm.
Rewey stsdirectly acrossfrom hisbossduring thetrading day, feeding her relevant tidbitsfrom brokeragereportsand
trademagazines. Soateretainseverything.

“Shehasthe equivaent of aphotographic memory,” saysNeil Weisman, who co-founded thefirmwith Sloateand
leftin 1986 to start hisown hedgefund. Not being ableto seeforcesher to rely heavily on technology - and other
people- to get thingsdone. Friendsand colleaguesoften serveasher eyes. “Maybel can’t tell whether the Gap’s
fashionsaregreat, but | know enough peoplewho do,” Sloate says. If she needsto analyze achart or spreadshest,
she'll ask atrusted businessassociatefor help.

Soatedoesn't fed sorry for herself or make excuses, but she saysbeing blind often frustratesher. “ Sometimesit’'s
wanting to do somethingthat | can’t do alone, likeriding abike.” Thereare professional obstacles, too. Thestigma
associated with being blind tends to close doors. If she were shopping for anew job, she suspects prospective
employerswould bereluctant despite her track record. Prospecting for new investorsisalsotougher. Sloate says
many just aren’t comfortable handing their money to ablind person. So shedoesn’'t go out of her way totell peopleon
the phone about her disability. “When| show upwithadogthey areat best skeptical,” shesays. “But that wears of f
whenthey engagemein conversation and figureout I’ m not atotal idiot.”

Infact, Dick Strong, founder of Strong Funds, admitsthat hetalked to Sloatefor 2 yearson the phoneand “didn’'t
know shewasblind.” Co-workersand former colleaguesdescribeher asfair, yet tough. “ Somepeoplelikecriticism
to be delivered with abouquet of flowers; you will not get that from Laura,” saysDonnal eone, thefirm’s chief
operating officer who washired 20 yearsago as S oate’' spersona assistant. \Weisman, her former partner, saysSoate
holds hersalf to the samehigh standards. “ She'svery tough on herself; she'sher ownworst critic.” Always prepared,
Soateisdescribed asloyd, caring and generous. Co-workerssay she'sawonderful teacher, inviting membersof her
firmtodinner whereshée' Il tell them what they’ redoing well and, of course, how they need toimprove. Shedotesover
her dog, Quartz, likealoving parent. Oneevening long after the market closed, she plopped Quartz'stindog dishon
her desk and prepared dinner: low-fat cottage cheese mixed with dry dog food. Sloate sayswhen Quartz underwent
back surgery recently, shewas*traumatized.”

Sloatelikesbeing prepared. When apotentia client leavesaphonemessage, for instance, she' Il quickly research
whothey are, wherethey work, andif they’ reon any corporate boards. When going somewherefor thefirst time, she
checkswhich side of the street the building ison and wherethe entrances are. “ Shelikesto bein control,” Weisman
says. Whenit comesto investing, Sloatelooksfor quality companies selling at cheap prices. But shewon’t buy a
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stock just becauseit’scheap: A catalyst, such asrebounding earnings, new management or arestructuring, must bein
place. ToysRUsisaperfect example. Sloate recently started buying the stock on the belief that businesswould
improveinthewake of the death or near demise of dot-com retailers, such aseToys.

3:45A.M.WAKE-UPCALL

Keeping upwithWall Street’sbestisn’t easy. Sloateisaworkhorsewho deepslessthan four hoursanight. Her
day artsat 3:45am. Theminute shegetsup she“flipson” the paper. Picking up the phone, shedialsanumber and
keysinasix-digit accesscode. Whenthe call connects, she getsaline-by-line account of storiespublished by top
national newspapers. Shefeedsand groomsQuartzwhile“reading.” It'scommon for Soateto leaveemployeesvoice
mail at 4 am. Working out comesnext. “It'stheway | get my stressrelief,” shesays. By 5:30am. she'sclimbing up
and down 75 flights of stairsin her Manhattan apartment building. A personal trainer arrivesat 6 am. to spot her
during her workout with weights. Thefit 5-foot-6, 110-pound Sloate bench-presses 60 pounds 60 times - in three
consecutivesupersets. Shearrivesat her Park Avenue officeby 8:30 am. Her day extendswell beyond trading hours,
too. 1t's6:45onaThursday night inearly January and Sloateisstill hard at work. Asusual, she’ sdoing two thingsat
once. “I get boredfast,” shesays. It'snot unusual for her to have two peopl e reading newspaper and magazinearticles
to her smultaneoudy. Thisnight, Tracey Paeo, an actress, isreading Sloate storiesfrom The Financial Times. Atthe
sametime, Rewey isreading her breaking newsfromthelnternet. Soate“reads’ in several ways. Onweekends, she
scans some 300 pages of magazine articlesand other print materialsinto her PC, which convertsitinto voice. Soft-
warealso letsher read Internet articles. Then, of course, therearethereal-lifereaderslike Paleo. The pay for the
aspiring actressesand university students Sloate hirestoread: $8.50t0 $10 an hour. Hidden away in acorner office
that doublesasamakeshift library, the readers can be spotted reading books and articlesout loud into tape recorders.
Managing money and analyzing stocksisthebest jobintheworld, says S oate, who d so findstimeto teach asecurities
anaysiscourseat ColumbiaUniversity. But her truepassionisopera. She hasattended about 1,000 performances,
mostly at New York’sMetropolitan Opera, where she'saboard member. “Theoperaisvery civilized,” shesays. And
rock or rap? “It'sjust noise. My earsarevery sensitive.”

ANIGHT AT THE OPERA

Onenight last month, atrip to aperformance of Giuseppe Verdi’sLa Traviata at the Met illustrated Sloate's
organizationa skills. Becauseof longwork hours, Soatetypically doesn't arriveat the operahouse until thestart of the
second act. Prior to the season, sherequestsatimetablefromthe Met that listswhen all theactsbeginandend. “The
joke at the operais|’ m an expert on the second and third acts,” she quips. Onthisnight, Sloate leaves her Park
Avenueofficeat 8:15 p.m. sharp. Her driver, Michael Piniero, zoomsuptowninavan. Dinner isserved inthe back
seat. Soatedineson popcorn and coffee. Arriving a theMet around 8:40 p.m., afew minutestoo early, Pinierowaits
patiently on anearby street. At 8:45 p.m., Sloategivestheword, and Piniero drivesinto the parking garagefor the
drop-off. Onceinside, Soate, with Quartz at her Sde, takescharge. “Go upthestairs. Walk totheleft of thebar. The
doorstotheorchestraare straight ahead. We'reinRow D.” Thelightsdim just after Sloate sitsdown. Thecurtain
risesand the crowd applauds beforeanoteissung. Sloate saystheaudience must likethescenery. “New Yorkersare
very voca about what they likeand don’'t like. I’ ve heard them boo the scenery,” she says.

Soate, who hasnever married, hastwo brothersand grew upin Brooklyn. Shespent much of her childhood at home,
whereher mom, Else, now 94, wouldread to her. Her eyetroubleskept her out of school until 14, her freshmanyear inhigh
schoal. “1 hadadifficulttime,” Soatesaysof her socidization problemsat school. Her interestin stocksbeganwhenshewas
10. Her dad, Kdly, whowasaninvestor, would cal herinonNew Year’ sEveto cd culatethevaueof hisportfolio. Shesays
she ddotheca culationsin her head fagter than he could withapad and pencil. She'sdtill good with numbers Rewey says.
When Soaegetsthehill a arestaurant - and sheegtsout every night - Rewey sayshe Il reed her thepriceof every item, and
sheisabletocaculaethetotd, including tax andtip, tothepenny in her head.

Shelanded her firstjobin 1968 with atiny mutual fund that went out of business4 monthslater. Shethenlandeda
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jobasananadyst at asmall firmwhere she earned $200 aweek, $140 of which she paidto asecretary shehired to read
for her. In 1972, shelanded ajob asan analyst at Burnham & Co. “Lauraisinlovewith the businessand committed
toit, sadly, without ahell of alot of other distractions,” saysauthor Peter Tanous, who wrote achapter about Sloatein
hisbook, Investment Gurus. Sloate herself admitsthat she's so devoted to and energized by her job that retirement
isout of thequestion. “I don’t enjoy being away fromthebusiness,” shesays. “1 could haveretired alongtimeago.”

Just aTypical Teenager
By Kate Moss, Family Specidlist, TSBV I, Texas Deafblind Outreach

KassandraMarie Luna, otherwiseknown asKC, isjust atypical teenagegirl from Laredo, Texas. Shelikesto
spend her timetalking on the phoneto friends, listening to her CDs (preferably rap), and practicing drum cadences.
During the school year sheattendsher local school, where shetakesaregular schedule of academic classes. Sheisa
good student with an easy going persondlity. Her qualitiesare apparent to all thosewho know her, whichled to her
being voted the 1999 Christen Middle School Homecoming Queen.

Although sheenjoysher experiencesin her home school, shelikesto attend summer school classesat Texas School
for theBlind and Visudly Impaired. 1t'sniceto bearound other kidsfacing the sameor similar challenges. Sheaso
likeslearning moreabout technology for peoplewith visua impairments.

Someof her other favoritethingsincludevisiting relativesin San Antonio, Houston and other partsof Texas. She
asolikestaking vacationswith her parents, Sandraand LuisRamirez.

K Cwasborn prematurely and has Retinopathy of Prematurity which resulted in her becoming functiondly blind.
Despite someof the challengesher visud imparment addstolife, KC plansto graduate from auniversity withadegree
inrehabilitation counseling. Shewould liketoliveinalarger city, marry and havechildren eventually.

When asked not long ago how would she change theworldif shecould, KCreplied, “...by giving teenagersmuch
morefreedom to do what they like, excluding anything having to do with acriminal nature. | wouldtry to makepeople
understand the blind more and have them stop being overprotective of us.”

A Cedebration of Communitiesand Connections.
The 2001 Texas Symposium on Deafblindness
By Kate Moss, Family Specidlist, TSBV I, Texas Deafblind Outreach

It wasadark and stormy night when families, profess ona sand pargprofessiona sfrom across Texasbegan arriving
inDallasfor the2001 Symposium on Deafblindness. Despitetheterribleweather typical for Texasin February, spirits
were high as people gathered in the registration area to renew old friendships and make new connections. The
Symposium that followed over the next two days proved to be both aval uabl e training opportunity and an event that
celebrated the community of peoplewho are connected by deafblindness.

The Friday morning general session opened with awelcome by Outreach Director, Cyral Miller, followed by a
“state of the State” message from Marty Murrell, Texas Deafblind Project Grant Director with Texas Education
Agency. Theamost 400individualsin attendance were then treated to akeynote addressfrom Cathy Allen, parent of
ayoung girl with CHARGE Syndromewho isdeafblind. Cathy set thetonefor theentire conference by reminding us
of theimportance of collaboration between thefamily and the professiona sin achieving quality servicesand program-
ming for achild with deafblindness. Shemade uslaugh and aso cry with her commentson thejoysand struggles of
parenting achild with deafblindnessand navigating the educationa and medicd systems. Cathy wasdefinitely atough
acttofollow. 9
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Probably the only person brave enough to take on the challenge of
following Cathy wasthe next scheduled speaker, Dr. Jan van Dijk of the
Netherlands. Hisgeneral address, “ Stress: The Destroyer of Healthy
Brain Formation,” reviewed information about how stress preventsthe
growth of neurd networksin thebrain of apersonwith deafblindness. In
additionto giving the genera presentation, Dr. van Dijk presented three
other breakout sessionsover the next two days, including adiscussion of
the essentialsin hismethodol ogy, delayed manifestations of Congenital
Rubella Syndrome, and information on anew CD-ROM curriculumon
assessment of personswith deafblindness.

Cathy Allen, a parent from Mesquite, Following the keynote and general session, breakout sessionswere
Texas, sharesthe joysand struggles  held on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. Therewere many won-
of collaborating with professionals. derful speakers, and most participantshad agreat deal of difficulty decid-
ing which sessionsto attend. Some of the speakers presenting during these sessionsincluded BarbaraMiles, Jim
Durkel, Millie Smith, Cathy Allen, Kathy Williams, MarshaDunn Klein, Marlyn Minkin, Kim Conlin, Fran LaWare,
Deanna Peterson, Lauren Lieberman, MariaVelarde Bove, Tom Miller, Sally Prouty, LindaMamer, Melvin Marx,
Casey Grim, ChrisMontgomery, Tish Smith, SandraDavenport, David Wiley, CC Davis, Steve Schoen, and Jeanne
Reeves. Topicsincluded information on touch, communication, routines, Usher Syndrome, CHARGE, Congenital
RubellaSyndrome, assistivelistening devices, family issues, assessment, homelife, interveners, sexuality education,
orientation and mobility, braille, feeding i ssues, salf-determination, and menta hedthissues.

A new feature of this year’s Symposium was the presentation of four
awards during the Saturday luncheon. We hopethiswill becomearegular
feature of future Symposiums. Each year preceding the Symposium on
Deafblindness anomination formwill be published inthe Summer edition of
SEE/HEAR. Anyonemay nominateindividualsfor each of thefour awards
and return theformto Texas Deafblind Outreach. A committee made up of
individua swith deafblindness, family members, educators, interveners, and
rehabilitation staff working withindividuaswho aredeafblind will review the
nominationsand select therecipients. Awardswill be presented every other
year at the Symposium on Deafblindness. Theawardsarethe Trail Blazer
Award, the Intervener Award, the Excellencein Education Award, and the . ]
AnnSilverranAward. Dr. Jan van Dijk explains

the impact of stress on

TheTrail Blazer Award isgiventoafamily member who has, through their ~ Individualswith deafblindness.
advocacy or effortson behalf of their family member with deafblindness, blazed atrail that hasmadeit easier for other
familieswhofollow. Thisyear’sTrail Blazer Award was given to the parentswhose advocacy effortsresultedinthe
first school servicesin Texasfor children with deafblindness. They included Gail and Paul Abraham, Mary and Dick
Behnke, Jackieand Everett Bryan, J. W. Carter, Larry and Evelyn Clark, Wandene and Wes Coughran, Angie Dugan,
Lloyd and FayeEller, John and Gera dine Ellis, Sandraand Beau Faircloth, Marion and Lynn Freeman, Marileeand
Clay Frost, Holton and Rita George, Richard and Joyce Hixson, Robert and GenevaK oonce, Vidal and Yolanda
Maldonado, PatriciaMcCallum, Loreneand D.W. Murphy, Betty Murphy, Celestineand Riley Rand, Gilbert and
Socorro Salazar, Deliaand Andres Sanchez, Margaret and Michael Seguin, Homer and Mary Smith, Annieand
Garland Wade, Evelyn Ware, and AnitaWheat. Accepting the award on behalf of thesefamilieswere Evelynand
Larry Clark, Marion Freeman, PatriciaMcCallum, and Celestine Rand. Each of thesefamiliesarestill involvedin
supportingindividuaswith deafblindness. Dr. Evelyn Clark isaschool principa in Houston and currently hasayoung
deafblind student at her school. Marion FreemanistheTreasurer of DBMAT. PatriciaMcCallum isthe Secretary of
NFADB and aformer Executive Director of DBMAT. CelestineisaDBMAT Regional Coordinator in ESC Region
18, theMidland/Odessaarea 10



The Intervener Award is given to an intervener who has demonstrated excellencein supporting achild with
deafblindness and whose eff orts have contributed to the success of theintervener model in Texas. Thisyear’saward
went to Ann Bidert, who has served asan intervener for four different children with deafblindnessand wasoneof the
first officia intervenersin Texas. Ann hasworked hard over the past nineyearstoimprove her skillsand knowledge
about deafblindnessthrough onsite visitsfrom Outreach, participation in workshops, and involvement intheintervener
training meetings. Shehasalso shared her expertise with othersby presenting at Outreach sponsored training, and at
the Canadian Deaf-Blind conference held in Vancouver in 1998. Ann also serveson the Texas Deafblind Outreach
Advisory Board.

The Excdllencein Education Award isgiven to an educationd profess onal who has madealong-term commitment
to excellencein education for Texas studentswith deafblindness. Karen Buchine, Teacher of the Deaf and Hearing
Impaired, with the Regiona Day School Program for the Deaf inAlief, Texaswasthefirst recipient of thisaward.
Karen hasworked with numerous deafblind children and hasbeen astrong advocatefor quaity programming. Shehas
a so beenavalued collaborator with Texas Deafblind Outreach, serving on our Advisory Board and hel ping with many
special projects.

Our final award, theAnn Silverrain Award, is given to aperson who hasmade an extraordinary commitment to
improving thelivesof individual swith deafblindnessinthe Texas. Randy Fellle, Supervisor of Deaf-Blind Servicesfor
TexasCommission for the Blind, wasgiven thisspecia honor. Over theyears, Randy hasworked in many capacities
toimprovethelivesof individua swith deafblindness. He began hiscareer in deafblindnessinstructing deafblind
studentsin after school activitiesand daily living skillsat TSBVI’sDeaf-Blind Annex. He' sbeen ahouseparent and
instructor at Criss Cole Rehahilitation Center, and wasinstrumenta in starting the Deaf-Blind Services department at
TexasCommission for the Blind. He also served asthe Co-Chair of the Texas Interagency Task Forcefor Future
Servicesto Deaf-Blind fromitsinceptionin 1979 until 2000.

Weareproud of theseindividua sand very thankful for the support they havegivento Outreach throughtheyears. We
look forward to many moreyearsof working together with themin support of individua swith degfblindnessin Texas.

Someof themost vaued sessionsat the Symposumwere
presented by individuals with deafblindness. Alberto
GonzaesfromAustin, Texastalked about hislifeand how he
has overcome many obstacles related to deafblindness.
Sharing thispresentation with Alberto weretwo profession-
alswho help Alberto make connectionsintheworld. These
individualsareNancy Kimbro, O& M Specidist, and Jackie
Souhrada, Deafblind Community-Based A partment Super-
visor. One parent who attended Alberto’s session com-
mented that she now has hopefor her son. Alberto helped
her seethat, despite being deafblind, her son can grow up
and haveagood life. Thiswasagood reminder to me about
how importantitisfor parentsto haveadult mentorsand role
modelswho aredeafblind. Thereisno one more experienced about deafblindnessthan aperson with deafblindness.
Asprofessionals, wereally need to utilize thisexpertise more often.

Alberto Gonzales and Edwin Carter
get to know each other at the Saturday luncheon.

Threeother individua swith deafblindness, Andrew Prouty from Shoreview, Minnesota, Rosie Yanez from El Paso,
Texasand Edwin Carter from Dallas, Texasa so shared their experienceswith usduring the Symposium. Theseyoung
adultswere keynote speakersat our closing session on Saturday. All threeof thesewonderful individua shed participated
inthe “ Sdf-Determination: CregtingaPeathtotheFuture” seminar hedin conjunctionwiththe American Associaion of the
Desf-Blind Conferencein Columbus, Ohio during thesummer of 2000.

1

ONININVHOOHd




PROGRAMMING

Andrew showed avideo that hisbrother, Bill, had
made as a graduation present when Andrew com-
pleted high school. It featured highlights of Andrew
growing upintheProuty family. Andrew talked about
the challenges he faces, the two jobs he currently
holds, and hisdreamsfor thefuture. Hereminded us
of theimportant role hisfamily hasplayedinhislife,
but emphasized how important it isfor himto believe
inhimsalf. Andrew aso co-presented with hismother,
SAly Prouty, Coordinator of the Minnesota Deafblind
Project, in a morning breakout session. A parent

Andrew Prouty, Edwin Carter, and Rosie Yanez are whose young child has CHARGE commented | ater
three self-determined young adults. They presented that seeing Andrew renewed her. He made her even
inspiring closing keynote addresses at the 2001 Texas moredetermined to keep pushing for quaity program-
Symposium on Deafblindness. mingfor her child.

Edwinand Rosiewereour fina speakers. Their presentation had the greatest impact on mebecause | have known
these“kids’ for avery longtime. Hearing them sharetheir experiencefrom AADB and talk about their dreamswas
very exciting. They wereboth e oquent about why thethingsthey learned about self-determination areimportant. |
know that Edwin and Rosiewill dwaysbeleadersand friends. They will advocatefor themselvesaswell asfor others
with deafblindness. They will facethe challengesthat cometheir way and persevere. | felt adeep senseof pridein
knowing them; they truly inspired mewith their message. | know that their parents, Lindaand Jackie Carter and
Suzannaand Oscar Santillon, their sblings, their friends, and al the professionalswho have worked with them through
theyearsare proud of them, too.

From the comments shared by the participants and presenters, and among Outreach staff, | consider the 2001
Texas Symposium on Deafblindness asuccess. | came away with arenewed sense of commitment to improving
thequality of livesfor all individualswith deafblindnessin Texas. | also feel that my effortswill be magnified
through the connection | have with alarger community of other committed individual s, throughout the state, the
nation, and theworld.

TrendsintheUseof BrailleContractionsin theUnited Sates
I mplicationsfor UBC Decisions
By Sdlly S. Mangold, Ph.D.
Reprinted with permission from
The Nationa Federation of the Blind, October 2000 Braille Monitor

OVERVIEW

The practice of educating blind childreninregular classroomswith sighted peersisgrowing worldwide. Hundreds
of blind children have been successfully mainstreamed during thelast two decades. Many of them are now adultswith
excellent Brailleliteracy skillsalowing full and independent participationinsociety. Itisunfortunatethat aneven
greater number of blindindividuasdid not acquire adequate Brailleliteracy skillswhilein school and thereforeremain
unemployed. Experience hasshownthat blind children can be successfully educated intheregular classroomif they
have abundant Braille material sequiva ent to the print materialsprovided to their sighted peers. Inadditiontoinstruc-
tion from theregular classroom teacher these students must receive supplementary instruction from ateacher with
knowledge of theBraillecode.
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TheUnified Braille Code (UBC) committeesareworking diligently to cresteamoreefficient Braillesystemfor
the English-speaking countries. Committeell isresponsiblefor the selection of arecommended list of Braille contrac-
tionsto beincorporated intotherevised literary code. Itisimportant that the membersof Committeell decidewhich
Brallle contractions promoterapid and accurate Braillereading and writing in light of contemporary pedagogica issues.
Theauthor fervently hopesthat this paper will stimulate aninterest in documenting contemporary pedagogy and con-
Sdering theopinionsof leading educatorsin al English-speaking countries before establishing official codechanges. A
new Braille code should be both appropriate for the students of today and easy toimplement.

CURRENT TRENDS

TheBrallleliteracy movement inthe United Statesisexpressed by theactionsof twomgor groups. Thereisanestablish
ment movement whose membersrepresent variousgovernmental agendies, privateagencies, Bralllecodespecididts, Brallle
transcribers, and Brailleembossing houses. Their concernsoften center on changing technology asitrelatesto Braille
production usingthepresent Braillecodes. They continueto adheretotheofficid Braillecodesduring productionbutwould
wel come changesin the codesthat resultinamore cong stent and reeder-friendly product.

Thereisalso aconsumer/educator-driven movement whose membersrepresent teachers, parents, and blind con-
sumersof al ages. They support theeffortsof teachersand consumerswho for many yearshave quietly made changes
intheBrailleliterary codeand itsuses. Thechangesrelatedirectly to the use of certain Braille contractionsand a
greater use of | etter-by-letter Gradel Braille. Thesedeviationsfromtheofficial code are occurringin an attempt to
represent print formatsused in regular classroomsmoreaccurately. New technology alowsthegradua introduction of
contractions as each student reaches devel opmenta milestones.

Whenisuncontracted Brailleused? Which Braille contractionsare being eliminated? The outstanding work of
Committeell and itsrecommendationsfor changesin the Braille code highlight the most frequently requested code
changesby both Brallleliteracy actiongroups. Committeell recommendsthedel etion of ble, com, dd, to, into, and by.
Therearea so recommendationsfor certain changesregarding the use of specific short-formwords.

A growing number of educatorsareeliminating four groupsof contractionsin addition to those recommended by
Committeell:

» Whole-word lower contractionsthat areidentical in configuration to upper singleletter whole-word contrac-
tions. They includebe, were, his, was, in, and enough. Theselower contractionsarenot easily read by many
students, even at advanced reading level sand even when contextual cluesareplentiful.

» Double-letter lower contractionsthat areidentical in configuration to singleletters. They includebb, cc, dd,
ff,and gg.

» Two-cdll contractionsthat begin withthedots5-6. They include ence, ong, ful, tion, ness, ment, andity.
Confusion between letters preceded by theletter sign and these contractions often occurs.

» Thetwo-cell contractionsthat beginwith dot 6, ation and ally. These contractionsare often interpreted as
capital lettersrather than contractions.

All of the above contractionsare somewhat difficult for beginning Braillereaderstoidentify in short phrases, and
many areextremely difficult to identify whenisolated inwordlists. | personally support theeimination of al of the
above-mentioned problem contractions.

Many educators and consumers believe that unambiguous contractionsthat have unique configurations, for ex-
ample, er, ar, ed, should be maintained and used when the students have reached upper el ementary devel opmental
milestones. Basic conceptsof aliteration and phonetic word construction will have been mastered at thislevel.

13
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HOW ISA MODIFIED BRAILLE CODE BEING USED?
Minnesota policy

Anentireregion of Minnesotahasadopted apolicy of Gradel Brailleinthefirst year of school. Gradua introduc-
tion of Gradell contractionstakes place during the subsequent years.

Discussion:

Theteachersinvolved in the pilot program reported that after one year they have observed higher academic
achievement scoresin reading ratesand reading accuracy in children using Grade | than wasprevioudy seenin children
using Gradell inthefirst year of school. Thegradel users showed greater interaction and participation with sighted
children both academically and socialy. Gradel caneasily beincorporated in books, games, spelling competition, and
life-skillslabding.

Multiply Impaired Children

Multiply impaired blind children are being introduced to Grade | Braillefirst. Short-formwordsand Gradell
contractionsareintroduced after thorough mastery of thea phabet and beginning reading has been achieved.

Discussion:

Multiply handicapped and | earning-disabled students must have extensive practice a each level beforebeing intro-
ducedto new symbols. Thepresentationin Gradel iscons stent in configuration whenever used. Theteachersreport
areductionin Brailleletter-reversal reading errorswhen Grade | isused for an extended period of time.

Beginning Readers
Gradel isbeing used morewith beginning readersof al ages.

Discussion:
Beginning reading exercises, spelling, and introduction of new vocabulary often show wordsinisolation. Asthe
reading vocabulary increases, the mgjority of contracted wordsmay be more easily understood in context.

Contractions

Certain single-cell lower contractionsand certain two-cell contractionsappear to be difficult for many readersto
interpret with confidence even at more advanced reading levels. The problem contractions, in addition to those
identified by Committeell, arehis, were, was, be, in, enough, bb, cc, dd, ff, gg, ful, ong, ment, ity, ation, and aly.

Discussion:

Undesirable hand movements have been observed asBraillereadersfrequently recheck these contractionsin order
to discernwhether they arereading an upper- or alower-cell contraction. Itisamostimpossibletoidentify single-cell
lower contractionswhenthey appear in columns. Theoverwhelming maority of educatorswithwhom | spesk want to
seethese contractions éliminated from the code. Until such adecisionismade, the problem contractionsare often
beingwrittenin Gradel.

New Technology and Braille

Gradel isrequired for the use of new technology. Voice-output and dynamic Braille-display devicesfre-
quently requirethe use of both Grade| and Grade| Braille when entering commandsfor operations.

Discussion:

We have many mythsin education. For yearsit hasbeen said that astudent would become confused if presented
with both Gradel and Gradell Braille. 1t wasfeared that the use of both codeswould result ininaccuratewriting and
unacceptable practices. Oneneed only observe afew of thethousands of capableblind children and adultswho use
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technol ogy to produce papersand reportsto seethat awell trained individua can successfully use both codesinter-
changegbly.

Gradel and Newly Blinded I ndividuals
Gradel Brailleisused for instruction of newly blinded youth and adults.

Discussion:

New teaching methodologiesuse Braillelabelsin Grade| for an extended period of time beforeintroducing books.
Thefirst booksarein Gradel. Instructorsbelievethat greater immediate successin using Brailleto completedaily
tasksand regain literacy skillsincreases self-confidence of newly blinded youth and adults.

Parentsand Regular Classroom Teachers
Parentsand regular classroomteachersarelearning and using Grade| Braille.

Discussion:

Parentsand regular classroom teachersarelearning the Brailled phabet and numera swhen their blind sudentsare
firstintroduced to Grade| Braille. They are correcting assignments, writing accurate examplesin Braillefor the
students, and enjoying Braillethemselves. Their enthusiasm encouragesthe students. They can provideimmediate
feedback to the children about their performance and quickly correct errors. Many blind students who are
mainstreamed do not have the services of avision teacher each day and often receive no feedback about the Braille
they produce until several dayshavee apsed.

Beginningwriting
Thereisarapidly growing trendto use Grade| Braillefor writing at beginning levels.

Discussion:

Teachersand sighted peers spell wordsto the blind child oneletter at atime. Theblind child writesthewordsone
letter at atime. The presentation of Grade| in reading books provides an accurate model for theyoung childwhois
already writing Gradel. | believethat wewill continueto seeeven greater useof Gradel Brailleinthefuture.

AHISTORY OF CONTROVERSY

A Brailleliteracy movement took placein France during the 1830’s. No one wanted to change the traditional
trainingfor theblind. Theraised-print lettersused for classroom instruction were very difficult to produce and were
read very dowly by touch. Theresistanceto changeresulted from abelief that, because of the common typestyle, any
sighted person could assist any blind child, which made education more accessibleto theblind. Brallleasanofficia
educationa medium was accepted only after blind high school studentsinsisted on using the code becauseit allowed
themtowritefor thefirst time. Onebraveteacher convinced the school board to adopt Brailleasan officia code after
he observed improved interest and achievement among hisstudentswho wereusing Braille.

Weneedto listen to blind consumerstoday. They are demonstrating new usesfor Braille and articulating unre-
solved needs. Theblind adult population hasdemonstrated itsimmense ability to infuse new symbolsintotheofficial
code and use technol ogiesthat requirethe mastery of both Gradel and Gradel | Braille.

Our present codewas never thoroughly researched when it wasadopted early inthiscentury. The practiceof using
Gradell only wasaunilatera decision by Bob Irwin, then president of the American Foundation for theBlind. His
main impetuswasto provide aBraillereading code that would parallel the sight-reading approach used inregular
classroomsduringthe 1930's. TheU.S. wasjust recovering from an economic depression, and he showed that using
Gradell could save money becauseit took less paper. Hisdecision was opposed by the national organization of

educators, tono avail.
15
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From 1910 until 1950 therewasacommonly used method for teaching Braille. Gradel Braille (dphabet only)
wastaught inthefirst threeyearsof school. Grade 1-1/2 (a phabet plus44 one-cell contractions) wastaught during the
next threeyears. Gradell Braille (al phabet plus 189 one-cell and two-cell contractions) wastaught inyear sevenand
used through year twelve. Themost difficult contractionsto learn werenot introduced until the seventh year and were
taught within an educationa systemthat provided Brailleinstruction every hour of the school day.

The cognitive demandsof young blind children are greater than those required of their sighted peersif all of the
contractionsare presented during thefirst year of school. Thenumber of abstract symbolsismuch higher inBraillethan
inprint. Thecorrect application of many contractionsrequiresdiscrete spatial interpretation that isdifficult for most
young learners.

Themagjority of blind people educated by the three-level s-of -contractions method were good Braillereaders. They
exhibited proficiency inwriting, spelling, and grammar. Thevast mgority becameindependent and self-sufficient
adults. Thesewereblind studentswith average and above average academic abilities. They could probably have
excelled with any code of Braille. Today’spopulation of studentsisvery different, and their learning needs must be
addressed when sel ecting acceptable Braille contractions. Theresearch by Troughton and Mangold supportstheuse
of Gradel for certain purposes. Thedataindicatethat applicationsfor the useof Braillemust be consideredinthe
selection of the most appropriate code rel ativeto agiven purpose.

RECOMMENDATIONS

» Thedeletion of certain contractions, asrecommended by Committeell, isappropriate: ble, in, to, into, com,
dd, and by. Theadditional contractionsthat should be eiminated arebb, cc, dd, gg, ful, ong, ence, ment,
tion, ity, aly, and ation.

 Certainlimitationson the use of short-formwordsare appropriate asrecommended by Committeell.

» Thecodeusedtointroduce Braille should be uniform as much as possibl e throughout the world so that
materialsmay be shared and easily understood by blind learnersof al agesand dl nationalities.

» Thebeginning studentsreading Braille should have aone-to-one correspondencein Brailleto print materials
givento sighted peersso that they caninteract morefully intheregular classroom.

 Theintroduction of two-cell contractions should be postponed until theblind learner hasmastered basic
reading and spdlling.

» Themembersof Committee |l should shareinformation about the teaching practicesintheir countries.

 Thefina report for Committeell should include adescription of teaching methodol ogiesthat contemporary
societies cons der sound educational practices.

« Tradition doesnot validate practice. “Now isthetimeto shakeourselvesfree of old ideasand traditions.
We should not look back but rather go with youth, who awaysl|ook toward tomorrow.” Helen Keller, 1931
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A Timeto Embrace

Par entsof Special-NeedsChildren Find Respitein Night-Out Programs
By Laurie Fox / The Dallas Morning News Reporter
02/24/2001 - The Dallas Morning News - Reprinted with permission

Editor’'snote: Thisarticleoriginally appearedin The DallasMorning News. By going totheir websiteat this
link, Ministriesfor the Disabled, <http://www.dallasnews.com/extra/292656_q disabled 24rel.html> you will
find linksto other resources such asthe National Organization on Disability - Religion and Disability Program
<http://www.nod.org/acctallies.html> and Joni and Friends < http://www.joniandfriends.org/>. Their address
isP.O. Box 3333, Agoura Hills, CA 91376; phone: (818) 707-5664.

As8-year-old Sam Beller smiles, hisblueeyesturninto crinkled slitsand hiseyebrows seem to danceon his
forehead. Hecan't move much of therest of hisbody, but ajaunty turn of the head or agleeful gurgle can say alot.

“You cantell by thesoundsthat he makesand hisexpressonswhat he'sthinking,” said Elizabeth Laird, avocationa
nursewho spends her Friday nightscaring for medically fragileand specia needschildrenlike Sam.

Sam, who hascerebra palsy and severescolios's, isadelight to almost everyonewho meetshim. He'sasoalot
of work. Every few weeks, hisparentsget somefreehelp from Friday NITE Friends, an outreach ministry of Custer
Road United M ethodist Churchin Plano. Theparents' night out program for specia needskidsisrarebecauseit dso
takesinthechildren’swell sblings. Morethan 80 familiesfrom throughout the areatake part inthe weekly, four-hour
program, which isstaffed by vocational and registered nursesaswell asvolunteers.

Threeother local churches- Arapaho Road Baptist Churchin Garland, First United Methodist Churchin Denton
and Highland Park United Methodist Churchin Dallas- have started efforts, giving theareaan unusua ly high number
of programsthat carefor dl thechildrenin afamily, regardless of whether they aredisabled. Theprogramsareall free
and familiesdo not haveto be membersof the congregation. And they areflourishing at atimewhen advocatesare
pressing places of worship to move beyond accommodating peoplewith disabilitiesto wel coming and valuing them.

“Afull lifeof faithismorethanworship,” said Ginny Thornburgh, director of the Religion and Disability Program of
theNationa Organization on Disability inWashington, D.C. “Children and adultswith disabilitieshavegiftsand talents
tobringtotheir congregations. Themost important accommodation we can offer themisthegift of friendship.”

The parents and workers at Friday NITE Friends agree. (NITE standsfor Nursing Interventionsin a Caring
Environment). “ There’ sapremium that you pay when you have aspecial needschild,” said KylaPrestwood, Friday
NITE Friendsdirector, who hasa17-year-old multiply handicapped daughter. “ Timeisthe onething that these parents
need the most but they don’t have. And for them to have an adult caregiver just take over for alittiewhileisvery

expensve.”

Ms. Prestwood tellstaeafter tleof initialy hesitant parentswho, when they finally admit that they need timeaway
fromtheir children, cry withrelief. Some coupleseat dinner and catchamovie. Othersgo shopping. They return
homefor anap or, in the case of one mother, abubble bath. The parentstake apager with themwhen they leave
Custer Road at 6 p.m. and can call to check in. Most return beforethe 10 p.m. pick-up time, but even afew hourscan
makeabig difference.

“Uninterruptedtimeisatreasure,” said DarlaAndrewsof Plano after dining at arestaurant with her husband, Van.
The couple’ stwins, 7-year-old Tom and Will, areautistic. Will ismentally retarded and visually impaired. Their
brother, Jim, 5, isspeech-delayed. Sister Katie, 9, isin an accelerated classroom at school and hasno disabilities.
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“Wedon’'t know normal inour house,” Ms. Andrewssaid. “Friday NITE Friendsisared bresk for us. It'sredly hard
to put your faithin peopleto beableto leave your kidsfor along period of time, but wehaveto. | hear horror stories
of parentsbreaking up whenthey haveadl of these challenges.”

“Parents of special needs children can become very isolated and the stress can become overwhelming,” said Ms.
Thornburgh, who hel ped launch anational effort to make churchesmore accessibleto peoplewith disabilities. “These
typesof programsallow parentsand their children to get to know one another and their families,” shesaid. “That
network isvery important.”

TheRev. Mark Craig, pastor of Highland Park United M ethodist Church, said the disabled community isunder-
served by churches. “ Thesearethe parentswho aren’t in church anymore because they just can't get away,” said Mr.
Craig, who also wasthe pastor of Custer Road United Methodist Church for 15 years. “What these churchesare
doing for these parents doesn’'t even comeclosetofilling theneed. If thechurchesdon’tdoit, whowill?’

MelanieL ucido’'sson, Joseph, is 18 monthsold but functions as anewborn because of hearing and visual impair-
mentsand severemotor delay. He suffers seizuresand needshelp sitting up and rolling over. Shebegan attending the
Night Owlsprogram at Highland Park United Methodist Church, held the third Friday of every month, after she
realized that sheand her husband, Michael, needed time away but couldn’t afford it on their own.

“Thelast year and ahalf hasbeen unbdievably stressful,” shesaid. “ Thisgivesour wholefamily abreak. Our older
sonwas ableto bearound otherswith specia needs. It just seemed normal to him.”

Hilary Nelson coordinatesthe King' sKids specia needsministry at Arapaho Road Baptist Church. Shesaid the
2-year-old program, which includes a Sunday evening program, Sunday school and an adult special needsclass,
expanded into aSaturday evening parents' night out program last year.

“For our church, it'sredly opened peopl € seyes and makesthem more aware and comfortablewith the disabled,”
shesad. “Theparentsinvolved, alot of them haven't had thetimejust to spend donein solong they’ veforgotten how.”

Mr. Craig said many churchesdon’t start such efforts becausethey don’t seethe need or they fear the expense of
nursesand medical equipment. But, he said, with acongregation’ssupport, they pay for themsalves.

At Custer Road, the Thanksgiving service givesthe Friday NI TE Friends group an opportunity to speak to the
congregation and remind church members about thosethey’ rehel ping. Thecollection from those serviceshel psfund
thegroup. The program costs about $50,000 ayear, and all the money comesfrom donations.

“Peoplethink about thisministry and really count their blessings,” said Carol Brady, aFriday NITE Friends coor-
dinator at Custer Road. “Just helping thesefamiliesmakesyou fedl good.”

Organizersat Custer Road say they planto start training other churchesto launch similar programs. The church
provided guidance and seed money to hel p First United M ethodist Churchin Denton get itsweekly program, Friday’s
Kids, off theground.

“They [Custer Road] areinspiring other churches,” said RhondaClark, the program’sdirector. “Six yearsago,
therewasonly one program of thisnature[in Texas|, and now they’ re cropping up locally and throughout the country.”

When Sam'’sfather, David Beller, arrivesto pick him up at Custer Road, Sam grinsand hums. Mr. Beller talks
quietly with the nurseswho have worked with him through theevening. The Bellersspent their evening away having
dinner and shopping for tileflooring. They haveto replacetheir carpet because of Sam’sallergies.
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“If wehad to hireanurseand ababysitter for four hours, it would cost usmorethan $100,” Mr. Beller said, lifting
Saminto hiswheelchair. “ Sam enjoysit here. We spend so much timetaking careof hisphysical needs. Hehassocial
needsaswell.”

AstheBédlerspreparetoleave, Ms. Laird, thenurse, tidiesup the playroom. “Peoplewill say to me, ‘ Thismust be
adepressing place,’” shesaid. “Areyou kidding me? These kidsfight [to get through] every day. They don’t
complain, andtheir parentsdon’t either. It'sinspiring.”

Friday NITE Friends meets 6-10 p.m. each Friday at the Custer Road United M ethodist Church, Plano,
phone: (972) 618-3450 or link to <www.crumc.org>.

Friday’sKids meets6-10 p.m. each Friday at the First United M ethodist Churchin Denton, phone: (940)
382-5478.

Night OWL Smeets6-10 p.m. onthethird Friday of each month at the Highland Park United Methodi st
Churchin Dallas, phone: (214) 521-3111 or link to <http://mww.hpumc.org/missions>.

King'sKidsParents Night Out meets6-9:30 p.m., thefirst Saturday of each month at the Arapaho Road
Baptist Churchin Garland, phone: (972) 495-2223, ext. 73.

|’m an Outreach Consultant

Dol Really Want to Do Raised-L ine Drawings?
By Barbara L. DiFrancesco, Certified Braille Transcriber and Tactile Graphics Technician

Editor’'snote: The TSBVI VI Outreach teamisactively exploring instructional strategiesand productsthat
might help students effectively learn through a wide variety of tactile graphics. We were excited to find
Barbara DiFrancesco in New Mexico and are pleased to be able to share some of her wisdomin the article below.

Thethemefor thisyear’s CaliforniaTranscribers and Educators of the Visually Handicapped Conference was
“Putting It All Together.” Inthefield of servicestothevisualy impaired, teacherslivethismandate on adaily basis.
Stretched thin, expected to have answersand solve problemsfor everyonethey meet, teachersof thevisualy impaired
dojustthat. They makethingshappen and put thingstogether for many people. Withal their responsihilities, dothey
haveto beinvolvedin producing tactile graphics, ak.a raised-linedrawings?

Last summer | had the opportunity to work with one of New Mexico School for the Visually Handicapped's
Outreachteachers. Inaddition to continuing hisregular scheduled work of teaching braille, giving O& M lessons, doing
assessments, providing information about eye conditions, contacting parentsand school administrators, etc., thisOut-
reach teacher organized in-service sessonsfor speciad education teachers, school braillists, and parentsand studentsin
hisdigtrict.

Recognized needs. specia educationteachers-- morefamiliarity with braillematerials. School braillists-- basic
training in the Duxbury trandation program. Parents and teachers-- abasi c understanding of brailletextbooksand
raised-linedrawingsto help studentswith classwork and homework. Heaskedif I'd bewillingtowork withhim. As
acertified braillist with experiencein transcribing textbooks and school materias, aDuxbury Braille Trand ator for
Windows user, and tactile graphics technician, | had a contribution to make! Lucky for me: | wasableto
experiencethejoy of teaching agroup of people so eager to learn, thanksto an Outreach teacher who “ put it all
together” for all of us.
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WHERE DO TACTILES FIT IN?

Rased-linedrawingsarehot! Inspiteof that, somepeopledill fed they areextraneous, abother, too muchto ded with
whenthereareso many moreimportant thingstodo. Condderingsomeof the* cutedrawings’ we veseenindemondrations
for producing raised-linedrawings, they may beright. However, tactileshavetheir placeand serveapurpose.

Inaleast restrictive environment, equal accesstoinformationisimportant. Studentswho arevisualy impaired are
expectedto perform at thesamelevd astheir peers. During test and assessment times, it can becomeevident that astudent
didn’t dowell because of poor map reading skillsor theinability toread achart or agraph. Thetactilegraphicstechnician
madetheraised-linedrawingscorrectly, but thestudent wasunfamiliar withthematerid and didn’t know how to handleand
reed arased-linedrawing. Thestudent had thementd ability to aosorb thetactileform of gatheringinformation, andthetactile
readiness. But, the student was never taught how to useit, soit wasusdl essunder thefingertips.

Thelack of certaintactileskillscan bring ascoredown, and that isunfortunate. A bright collegestudent taking her teacher
certification examwasquitedismayed at theamount of graphsshewasexpected to handleinthetest. Shehadagood grasp
of thecontent, but her inability to ded withthematerid inanon-linear format affected her test score. A Stuationsuchasthis
showstheimportance of developingin each student the basic tactile skillsthat demonstrate an ability to useinformation
presentedinvariousformats. Thisaffectsdl subjects andinvolvesmaps, charts, tebles, graphs, diagrams lists schedulesand
figures

Theuseof tactiles(ak.a raised-linedrawings) must beincorporated intotheoverdl print-to-brailleadgptation of meterid
inareasonable manner. Thepurposefor usingtactiles, likeal braillematerial, isto produceliteratebraillereaders. A
transcriber must trand aeevery wordintheprint text, but not every illustration needsto berendered asadrawing. A notecan
auffice. Theformatting of thesenotesistoblock incell 5and beginthenotein cdl 7, to providean easy location cuefor the
tactilereader.

Todeterminehow to gpproachillustrationsintranscribing atranscriber asks. Doesthetactilereader just need to know
thereisaphotogrgphandwhat itis? Thennotethat inbraille. Doesthepicturecaptionor thetext provideenoughinformation
about theillustration so that additiond explanationisunnecessary? Thenjust usethecaptionandtext. Istheillustrationso
complex that awritten descriptioniseader for thereader to gragp? Thenyouwould writeadescription.

However, if thereisaskill inherentinanillustration that astudent isexpected to master, then araised-linedrawingis
needed. Also,if adrawinganditskey organizesalot of information soit can beeasily absorbed and sudied, araised-line
drawingisinorder. But then, whenthetactileisunder thefingersof thetactilereader, that person needsdirectionfor itsproper
use: themeaning of Sgnifying objectswith codesand symbols, he pwith tactilereadinessissuesand how to hand scan (reed
and organize) tactiles; the purpose of akey; how to usethekey asastudy guide; etc. Itfallstotheteachersto“putital
together” and make surethenecessary ingtruction takesplacewhenusing tectiles.

How canV1 teechers kegptrack of thiswholeprocess? By becoming familiar withthebasc skillsrequired e eech grade
level. Whenagtudent whoisvisudly impairedisexpected to performatask, incorporatetheteaching of thoseskillsintothe
goasof theeducationd plan. Work with abrailletranscriber and/or tactilegraphicstechniciantofulfill thedirectivesof that
educationd plan.

For example: Johnny’s|EPevad uation at theend of second gradeestablished that hedidwdll inthat gradeandisexpected
tofunctionaswdl inthird grade. When preparing Johnny’sprogramfor 3rd grade, look at thetextbookshewill beusing.
| dentify thebasic skillshewill beexpectedtomaster. Examinethebrailletextbook to assurethat tactilesare present that will
addressthosekills.

If third grade socid studiesisthetimefor learning map skillsand beginning to read chartsand graphs, thenthebraille
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transcription of Johnny’ ssodid sudiesmust contain enough examplesof thesetypesof tactilesfor theteacher’ suseinteaching
Johnny. If that isnot thecase, thereisaneed to find appropriate materid and get thehelp of alocd braillist/tactilegraphics
technicianto producethe materid sunder your direction. Focusonthe content and purposeof thetactile. Thus, theraised-
linedrawing becomesapowerful teachingaid. Johnny’swholecdasscan benefit from hispresentation at ashow andtell.

FORM FOLLOWSFUNCTION

Therearevariousproduction techniquesfor raised-linedrawings. Each servesadifferent purpose. A transcriber needs
to prepare magtersthat areerror-freeasto content and productiontechnique. Themaster must beableto hold upfor making
many copies. Thenecessary skillsfor textbook production areacquired with timeand experience.

Thisisdaunting for theteacher, but the good newsisthat ateacher’ stactilesdon’t need to hold to the same standards.
Hereareafew teacher friendly techniquesthat areeasy tolearn and use, and servethe one-on-oneteaching Stuation quite
wall.

1. Drawing boards. Useasoft mat withthinmylar, and abdl-point pen. Just draw onthemylar, pressnghard
enoughtocrinkleit. Teacherscan usetactileexamplesfor explaning apoint; sudentscan make persond drawings
with notesfor later sudy; parentscan discussschool work and work withtheir childrena home. Mylarisavailable
fromHowePress.

2. Puff paper. Thishasmany names. Basicdly, you need ether aprinter, photocopy machine, or aSharpiepen;
swell-touch paper to draw on; and animage enhancer (amachinethat usesalaser beamto“raise’ thelinesinyour
drawing). Thistechniqueiseasy and serveswell in classroom, homeand work situations. Repro-Tronicsproduces
the Tactilelmage Enhancer and T1E Junior; HumanWareproduces Pl A F. (PicturesInA FHash); and American
Thermoform producesthe Swdl-Form GragphicsMachine. They dl havepuff paper under different names
Swll-touch paper, Hexi-Paper, etc.

Obvioudy, thistechniqueinvol vesequipment, therefore, you need budgeting support fromyour didrict. This
techniqueiswell worth the expense becauseit isso easy for teachersand studentsto use, isso adaptable, andis
appropriatefor dl ages. Inaddition, therearegroupswho produceexcel lent math and sciencediagrams. The
meaterid isdownloadableonline, soitisaccessbleto any teacher or visudly impaired sudent who knowshow to
usethetechnology. Thisisanexcdlent option, especidly for high school and collegeleved students.

3. Todling/embossingand collage: spur whed sand mirror image. A bit moretechnica but still workable, if you keep
your drawingssmpleand uncluttered. Draw onthefront; thenthemirror imageappearsontheback. Thedesgn
isrased by theuse of serrated-edged spur wheds. For thistechnique (tooling and embossing) atactilegraphicskit
isavailablefrom American Printing Housefor theBlind. Collageor another techniqueisoften combinedwith
toolingto completetheimage.

4. Computer-Assisted Diagrams(CADs): Theuseof thePerkinsor thecomputer can producedirect entry designs
onbraillepaper, O& M maps, charts, graphs, etc. Collageor gpplication of [abelscan completethedesign. You
candsouseWikki Stix, string, and soforthwithglue.

5. Useof Overlays: If thereisatactilein atextbook, but it does't contain theinformation you need for aparticular
lesson, you can provideadrawing onaclear sheet of mylar to enhancetheinformationinthetactile. Noneedto
gart from scratch. For overlays, themylar needsto beabit stiff, likethe cons stency of atransparency. Use
flo-pensto draw designs, completethe design with spur whedlsand/or point symbolstoraisetheimage. Youmay
useWikki Stix and gpply desired texturesto your design.

Someof thesetechniquesdon’'t havemuch of ashelf life, and they arencot intended for long-termuse. They areintended
to ass & theteaching sesson, and serveasstudy toolsfor thestudent.
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L eber’sCongenital Amaurosis
By Kate Moss, Family Specialist, TSBV I, Texas Deafblind Outreach

| haverecently received anumber of requestsfor information about L eber’sCongenital Amauros's, adegenerative
diseasethat resultsin asevereloss of vision. Thisdiseaseisthought to be caused by abnormal devel opment of
photoreceptor cellsintheretinaor perhapsthe extremely premature degeneration of theretinal cells. Typicdly ababy
with LCA will havevery reduced vision a birth although the retinamay appear norma when first examined. Within
months, however, parentswill usually notice nystagmus- aninvoluntary, rhythmical, repested movement of theeyes.
Childrenwith LCA account for 10-18% of al casesof congenital blindness. Visioninindividualswith LCA varies
gresatly fromrelatively mild acuity problems(20/70) to nolight perception. (Leber’'sLinks, 2001)

Occasionaly LCA may beconfused with other retina problemssuch asretinitis pigmentosa, congenital and heredi-
tary optic atrophy, cortical blindness, congenital stationary night blindness, flecked retinal syndrome, and achromatop-
sa. (Foundation Fighting Blindness, 2001) Somechildren originally diagnosed with LCA werelater discoveredto
have Joubert Syndrome, Alstrom Syndrome, and Senior-Loken Syndrome. Although hearing lossisnot anidentified
feature of LCA, some childrenwith L CA in Texasa so have hearing impairments. The 2000 Texas Deafblind Census
identified ten such individualsand the 2001 Censusidentifies seven with both LCA and hearingloss. Some of these
childrenwereinitialy misdiagnosed ashaving Usher Syndrome.

LCA isgeneticaly passed through families, and both parentsmust be carriers. Each parent hasonegenewiththe
disease, paired with onegenethat isnormal. When each childisconceived hewill inherit genesin oneof four ways. (1)
If he getsthe two healthy genesfrom his parents, he doesnot have LCA andisnot acarrier. (2& 3) If hegetsa
disease genefrom one parent and not the other, hewill beacarrier but not havethe symptomsof LCA. (4) If hegets
the two disease genesfrom his parents, hewill have LCA. Thisisreferred to asan autosomal recessive pattern of
inheritance.

Children with LCA often have eyesthat appear sunken or deep set. They may pressonthe eyesfrequently; thisis
called oculo-digital reflex. Some children with LCA have cone-shaped corneas (K eratoconus) and cataractsthat
causethe corneasto becomecloudy. By thetimeachild reachesadol escence, pigmentary changesoccur intheretinal
pigment epithelium (the supportivetissue underneath thereting). Thisissimilar to changesthat occur totheretina with
retinitispigmentosa, the vision condition associated with Usher Syndrome. Thisoccurs becausetheblood vesselsin
theretinas become narrow and constricted. Unlike Usher Syndrome, whereaprogressivelossof visionistypical,
visonlossinindividuaswith LCA usualy remainsstablethrough young adult life. Progression of visonlosslaterinlife
hasnot yet been clearly defined. Additionaly, someindividua swith LCA arevery sensitiveto light (photophobic).
Childrenwithsomeremainingvisonarelikdy tobeextremdy farsghted aswell. (Foundation Fighting Blindness, 2001)

Insome cases, individua swith L CA aso show centra nervous system complications. They may be developmen-
tally delayed, have seizure disorders, or motor impairments.

Thereiscurrently notreatment for LCA. However, thereisagood deal of genetic research being donerdated to
LCA. TheFoundation Fighting Blindness notesthat agenefor LCA hasbeen isolated on chromosome 17. The
L eber’sLink website offersinformation from The JohnsHopkins Center for Hereditary Eye Diseasesthat indicates
three genesassociated with LCA: chromosome 17, a65kD RPE protein, and CRX on chromosome 19. A fourth
genehasrecently beenlocdizedfor thisdisease. InTexas, Dr. Richard Lewiswith Baylor Collegeof Medicineisdoing
ongoing researchon LCA. Dr. Lewisisopento contact from familiesof childrenwith LCA or who suspect their child
of having LCA. Another contact at JohnsHopkinsisIrene Maumenee. Contact information for both Dr. Lewisand
Dr. Maumeneeislisted below:
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Dr. Richard Lewis, MD/MS

Professor, Department of Ophthalmology, Pediatrics,
Medicineand Molecular and Human Genetics
Cullen Eyelngtitute, NC-206

Baylor Collegeof Medicine

OneBaylor Plaza

Houston, TX 77030

Phone: (713) 798-3030

Irene E. Maumenee, MD

Professor of Ophthalmology, M edicineand Pediatrics
Wilmer Eyelngtitute

MaumeneeBuilding, Suite517

The JohnsHopkinsHospital

600 NorthWolfe Street

Baltimore, MD 21287-9237

Phone: (410) 955-5214

E-mail: rlewis@bcm.tme.edu E-mail: jhched@wel chlink.welch.jhu.edu

REFERENCESRESOURCES

If you areinterested in connecting with other familiesconcerned with LCA, there are anumber of good websites
availableto helpyouwiththis. They dsoareagood resourcefor updateson research and generd information about LCA.

Leber’'sLinksWebsite

Thiswebsitehasgood information on Leber’s, linksto other websites, chatrooms, listservs, newd etter resource,
research news, and more.

<http://leberdinksfreeydlow.com/foundation.html>
TheFoundation Fighting Blindness

<www.blindness.org/leber.html>
(888) 394-3937

Meningitis
By Kate Moss, Family Specialist, TSBV I, Texas Deafblind Outreach

The 2001 Texas Deafblind Censusdataindi catesthat meningitisisone of theleading causes of deafblindnessin our
sate. Recently in Texasthere hasbeen severa scaresrel ated to outbreaksof meningitis. What isthisdiseaseand what
aresome of the concernsassociated with it?

Firg of dl, meningitisisnot the same condition asencephdlitis, athough they both occur inthebrain. Meningitisis
theinflammation of thetissuelining of thebrain and spinal cord, themeninges. Encephdlitisistheinflammation of the
brainitself. Therearetwo broad categoriesof meningitis, viral and bacterial.

Bacterial meningitisismoreuncommon, but it can be extremely serious. Oftentimesitisfatal, especialy if not
treated immediately. Thosewho survivethistype of meningitisoften have aseveredisability asaresult. Braininjury
and deafnessare two common results of thistype of meningitis. Babiesinthe USA aretypically vaccinated for one
type of bacteriathat causes meningitis, the haempohilusinfluenzae type b (Hib) strain. Because of thisvaccination
program, thistype of meningitishas practically disappeared in thiscountry. Theother two typesof meningitisare
meningococca and pneumococcal. Both of these bacteriaare very common. Infact, at any onetime, around 10to
25% of the population are carrying thisbacteria, which liveson the back of thethroat and nose. Usually thesebacteria
do not causeany real problems.

A personwho becomessick with bacterial meningitis needsimmediate medical treatment. Antibioticsareusedto
treat bacterial meningitis. According to the Centersfor Disease Control, high fever, headache, and stiff neck are
common symptoms of meningitisin anyoneover theageof 2 years. “Symptomscan develop over severa hours, or
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they may take 1to 2 days. Other symptomsmay include nausea, vomiting, discomfort looking into bright lights,
confusion, and deepiness. In newbornsand small infants, the classic symptomsof fever, headache, and neck stiffness
maly be absent or difficult to detect, and theinfant may only appear dow or inactive, or beirritable, have vomiting, or
befeeding poorly. Asthe disease progresses, patients of any age may have seizures.” (CDC Website, 2001) A
diagnosisisusualy madewith aspina tap.

Vira meningitisisusually not as dangerous as bacterial meningitisathough the symptoms often appear to bethe
same. About 90% of casesof viral meningitisare caused by agroup of virusesknown asenteroviruses. Herpes
virusesand themumpsviruscan dso causevira meningitis. Thereisnotreatment for vira meningitis. Peopleususaly
get well ontheir ownwith plenty of bedrest. They aressimply given plenty of fluidsand also medicinetotreat thefever
and headaches. Vird meningitisdoesusually not resultin other disabiling conditionsandisrarely fatal.

A person may have meningitis morethan onetime, athoughthisisrare. Therearevaccinesfor sometypes of
meningitis. Someone showing any symptomsof meningitis, should immediately seeadoctor who can determinethe
typeof meningitispresent and begin treatment. Evenwithviral meningitis, severe problemscan result from dehydra-
tion, especially in childrenand babies.

Both typesof meningitisare spread through contact with respiratory and bodily secretions. That iswhy oneof the
best preventionsfor meningitisisregular and thorough hand washing. Itisusually not spread through casual contact
likesneezing or coughing.

When aperson hasmeningitis, thereisusually along-term recovery period. Thereare aso someproblemswhich
can be expected immediately following hospitalization for thisillnessand may disappear intime. In childrenwesee
many behavioral changesthat may bedue, in part, to thetraumaof beinginthehospital. Theseinclude babyish or
clingy behavior, bed-wetting, temper tantrums, problemsd eeping at night, and forgetting recently learned skills. There
are other symptoms, however, that may last longer, or even be permanent. Theseinclude genera fatigue, recurring
headaches, problems concentrating, short-term memory |oss, clumsiness, giddiness, balance problems, depression,
violent temper outbursts, mood swings, bouts of aggression, learning difficulties, tinnitus (ringing in the ears), joint
sorenessor stiffness, visual problems such asdoublevision and cortical visual impairment, and the possibility of
deafness, brain damage, or seizuresasmentioned earlier. ( Meningitis Foundation of American, 2001).

REFERENCES'RESOURCES

Meningitis Foundation of Americalnc. The Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention
7155 Shadeland Station, Suite 190 1600 Clifton Rd.

Indianapolis, Indiana46256-3922 Atlanta, GA 30333

Telephone: (800) 668-1129 Telephone: (800) 311-3435

Outside North America: (317) 595-6383 Web: <http://www.cdc.gov/>

Web: <http://mww.musa.org/>

TheNationd Indtitute

of Neurological Disordersand Stroke

NIH Neurological Ingtitute

P.O. Box 5801

Bethesda, MD 20824

Phone: (800) 352-9424

Web: <http:/Amww.ninds.nih.gov/hedth and medica/disordersencmenin_doc.htm>
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Attention: Individualsand Familieswith Usher Syndrome

Drs. Judith Willner and Seth Ness, with Mt. Sinai Hospita in New York, are conducting astudy to find the genes
regpongblefor Usher Syndrome (hearinglossand retinitispigmentosa) in Ashkenazi Jews. If youor amember of your family
arean Ashkenazi Jew or of Ashkenazic heritageand have Usher Syndrome, or both hearinglossand visionlossthat hasno
other known cause, your family may bedligibleto participate. Thepossiblemedicad advancesand grester understanding of
Usher Syndromethat may resultif causativegenesarefound arethe primary benefitsof participation. Involvement may beas
ampleasaphonecdl and giving bloodlocaly or may involvespending afew hoursat Mount Sinai Hospitd inNew York for
visonand hearingtestsat no cost toyou. Call Drs. Nessor Willner at (212) 241-6947, Dept. of Human Genetics, Box
1497, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 1 GustaveL . Levy Place, NY, NY 10029, e-mail to < nesss01@doc.mssm.edu>.

Kate' sCorner - continued from page 1

TheNatalieBarragaAward for thisyear was presented to Sports Extravaganza (seethe Winter 2001 SEE/HEAR) in
recognition of excdlencein public school programsfor sudentswithvisua impairments. YeshKitraGray and pad

The Outstanding Parent of the Year Award was presented to L edie Fand er of Amarilloin recognition of outstanding
advocacy and dedication totheinterest of peoplewhoareblind and visudly impaired. Ledie, parent of twosons- onewith
deafblindness, isalsoaPPCD classsoomteacher. LedieservesasDBMAT Regiona Coordinator for ESC Region 16 and
isactiveinthat organization aongwith her husband, Keith. Lediewasd sorecently awarded theMilken Family Foundetion
Nationa Educator Award asan outstanding educator. Wearevery proud of you Ledie.

TheOutstanding Sudent of the Year Award was presented to Will Conrad inrecognition of outstanding achievement and
performanceinanacademic carear. Will graduatesthis Spring from Eanes| SD, near Augtin. Hisformer visonteacher, Ann
Adkins, accepted theaward on hisbehdf. Hewasat Rice University in Houston, attending freshman orientation, and unable
toattend. Best wishestoyou, Will, asyou begin your college career!

TheVirginiaBishop Award, presented in recognition of outstanding contributionsto thefield of early childhood for
childrenwhoareblind and visudly impaired, wasawarded to my teammetes, Gigi Newton and Stacy Shafer. Yougashave
long been consgidered the Dynamic Duo by your Outreach pals. Congratulaiond

TheTexas Chapter Award was presented to Blind and Visualy Impaired Children’ s Program Coordinators of Texas
Commissionfor theBlind, in recognition of outstanding contributionsto thelivesof personswho areblind and visualy
impaired. Weall know about thehard work and dedi cation of these Coordinators. Bravo!

The Aubrey Boyd Tipps Memoria Award was presented thisyear to Angie Baird, TCB Vocational Counselor, in
recognition of providing outstanding servicesinthefield of placement of personswho areblind and visudly impairedin
competitiveemployment or sheltered workshops. Angiehasplaced fifty-oneindividua sinemployment Stuationsthisyear.
That averagesout to roughly one placement aweek, excluding Chrissmas! Greet job!

TheSammieK. RankinMemorid (Outstanding Member) Award was presented to DebraSewe |, former Outreach Staff
member and current TSBVI Curriculum Director. Thisawardwasgivenin recognition of outstanding contributionstothe
field of servicesfor personswhoareblind and visualy impaired, andin particular for her work in devel oping the Assessment
KIT and the Braille FUNdamental s Curriculum. CongratulationsDebral

TheduliaL. Young Award was presented to M elissa\Whiddon in recognition of outstanding work with childrenwho
areblind and visudly impaired. Meissaisthe supervisor of thevision programin San Antonio | SD and adiagnostician
who hasworked hard to learn about the unique issues of children with visual impairments. We appreciate your
dedicationtothispopulation. o5
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| nter esting Factsfrom the Year 2001

Annual Regigtration of Sudentswith Visual Impairments
By Nick Necaise, APH Materials and VI Registration Coordinator, TSBVI Outreach

TheAnnua Regidration of Studentswho areVisudly Impaired (V1) isthecount of digiblestudentswho arevisudly
impairedin each school district of Texasasof thefirst Monday in January. The*asof” datefor thisyear’sAnnual
Registration was January 2, 2001. Thiscountisdonefor anumber of reasons. 1) It determinestheamount of funding
the statereceivesto get materiasfromthe American Printing Housefor the Blind. 2) Each region’sState Supplemen-
tal Visualy Impaired (SSVI) fundsare portioned out according to the number of VI studentsthey have. These SSVI
fundscan help pay for thingslike Vision Specidistsat the Education Service Centers, sdariesof VI teachersand O& M
Specidigts, training workshops, family support and other V I-unique needs as determined by planswithin each region.
3) Itisatool for statewideandregiona planning. 4) Itisafedera requirement. Herearesomeinteresting factsfrom
theregistry that give usapicture of sudentsin Texaswith visual impairments.

Total number of studentsregistered - 6719 (One student in anon-public school)
Number of studentswho were on the 2000 registration but not on the 2001 - 1024
Number of new students added to the 2001 registration - 1142

Braillereaders- 335 Number of infants- 555

Largeprint readers- 1215 Number of preschoolers- 784

Regular print readers- 1417 Number of kindergartners- 374

Auditory readers- 407 Number of districtswith 1 or more V1 students- 710
Non readers - 2475 Number of districtswithonly 1 VI student - 190
Number of legdly blind students- 4502 Number of districtswith 3 or less V| students- 393

Number of sudentswhose primary handicapping conditionisvisudly impaired (V1) - 3902. Thefirgt
handicapping conditionlistedisVI. Thestudentsmay or may not haveadditiond handicapping conditionslisted.

Number of studentswhose secondary handicapping conditionisV1 - 1586. The primary handicapping
conditionlistedisother than V1.

Number of studentswhosethird handicapping conditionisV1 - 1026. Thefirst two handicapping
conditionslisted areother than V1.

Number of studentswho are V1 only - 2815. No other handicapping conditionsarelisted.
Number of studentswith 2 or more handicapping conditions- 3903

Number of sudentswho areAl/V1 or DB (Auditorialy Impaired/Visualy Impaired or Deafblind) - 375
(Editor’snote: Thereisa sizeable discrepancy between the number of children who appear onthe VI
registry asAl/VI or DB and the number that are listed as deafblind on the Texas Deafblind Census - see
page 27. WE'retrying to determine why these numbers are different because we want ALL children with
visual impairment have to access to services and resources.)

Theregionwiththemost V1 studentsregistered isRegion 4 (Houston area) with 1428 studentson the
Annua Regidration.

Theregionwiththeleast VI studentsregistered isRegion 9 (WichitaFallsarea) with 79 studentson the
Annua Regidration.
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Thereare42 Braillereading studentsat the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
1573 or 23.82% of thestudentson the 2001 Annual Regigtration recelveingtructionin Orientation and Mohility.

The2001 TexasDeafblind Census
By Craig Axelrod, Teacher Trainer, TSBVI, Texas Deafblind Outreach

The2001 Texas Deafblind Census, afederally required annua count of deafblind studentsin Texas, ages0-21, was
recently completed. InJanuary, Dr. RoseannaDavidson'sCensusproject saff a Texas Tech Univeraty sent materidstoal
loca school digtrictsin Texas. Someonein each digtrict, often aTeacher of theVisudly Impaired, reviewed and updated
information about studentswho had been reported on the 2000 Census, and hel ped coordinatethe completion of formsfor
newly identified digiblestudents. In February, didrictsreturned the CensusformstotheRegiond Deefblind Specidist at their
Education Service Center (ESC). Deafblind Specidigtsreviewed theforms, checking for completenessand accuracy, then
submitted themto the Censusproject staff who compiled theinformation for indusoninthe Federd Deafblind Census. Each
ESC recently received afind report of itsregiond dataaswell asagenerd statewidereport.

Most of the data gathered through the Census processis required and requested by the federal government.
Additional questionsreflect the need for information about Texas-specificissues. Regiona Censusreportsare now
being andyzed by ESCsto help clarify regional needsand devel op deafblind regiona plans. Deafblind Outreach uses
thereportstoidentify trendsand training needs. Demographicinformetionisaso shared with other Sateagenciesfor thar
useinplanning futureservices. Somefactsand figuresfromthe 2001 Texas Deafblind Censusappear bel ow.

NUM BER OF DEAFBL IND STUDENTS NUM BER OF DEAFBL IND STUDENTSIN 2001
IDENTIFED ON 2001 CENSUS COMPARED TO PREVIOUSYEARS
ESC Region 2001 Count Year Total Male Female
1 22 01 606 345 261
2 13 00 627 354 273
3 11 99 691 382 309
4 103 98 775 438 337
> 6 97 720 404 316
6 23 96 664 380 284
7 21 95 504 340 254
8 10 94 531 310 221
9 6 93 468 282 186
10 49
1 70
12 17 AGESOF DEAFBL IND STUDENTS
13 31 Age Total Per centage of Population
1 I 02 e
1 6 35 84 13.9%
- 2 6-11 200 33%
18 5 1217 192 31.7%
1o o 1821 94 15.5%
22 10 1.7%
20 48 ;
TSBVI 17 over 22 1 0.2%
TSD 1
State 606
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SYNDROMES/CONDITIONS

MOST COMMON ETIOLOGIES HEARING IMPAIRMENT

Etiology Number Hearing Status Number
CHARGE 34 Very Mild (15-25 dB | 0ss) 13
Cornelia de Lange 7 Mild (26-40 dB | oss) 45
Dandy Walker 6 Moderate (41-55 dB l0ss) 73
Down Syndrome 14 Moderately Severe (56-70 dB 10ss) 81
Goldenhar Syndrome 5 Severe (71-90 dB l0ss) 97
Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis 7 Profound (91+ dB l0ss) 106
Usher | 14 Further Testing Needed 36
Usher 1 13 Tested - Results Nonconclusive 55
Congenital Rubella 10 Not Tested and At Risk (Documented
Congenital Toxoplasmosis 5 VI and at risk for hearing 10ss) 9
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) 27 Central Auditory Processing Disorder 65
Hydrocephaly 21 Diagnosed Progressive Loss 41
Microcephaly 19 Uses Amplification 274
Asphyxia 11
Meningitis 26 ADDITIONAL DISABILITIES
Severe Head Injury 14
Sroke 5 Category Number
Complications of Prematurity 97 Cognitive Impairments 399
Behavior Disorders 16

VISUAL IMPAIRMENT Complex Health Needs 253

) Other Impairments 188
Visual Satus Number
Vision better than 20/70 LIVING SETTING

in better eye with correction 48 :
Low Vision (visual acuity of 20/70-20/200 Residence Number

in better eye with correction) 74 Birth/Adoptive Family 540
Legally Blind (visual acuity of 20/200 or less Extended Family 19

or field restriction of 20 degreesor less 298 Foster Family 17
Light Perception Only 37 Group/Nursing Home, Sate/Private Facility 23
Totally Blind 65 Other or Not Reported 7
Further Testing Needed 18
Tested - Results Nonconcl usive 32 HASA DESIGNATED INTERVENER
Not T(_ested and At Risl_< (Documented Status Number Per centage

hearing loss and at risk for V1) 7
Cortically Visually Impaired 165 Yes 43 7.1%
Diagnosed Progressive Loss 75 No 389 64.2%
Wears Glasses 233 Unknown 174 28.7%

Hereare somethingsthe Censusdatatel |susabout identification of children and youth with deafblindnessin Texas.

After apeak of 775 studentswereidentified in 1998, the number has dropped every year, to 606 in 2001. While
thedecline may result in part from students being taken off the Census after assessmentsconclusively ruled out vision
and hearing losses, thismay not alwaysbethe case. Of the 62 students deleted from thisyear’s Censuswho continue
inspecid education, 31 have documented visual impairmentswith hearing classificationsof “further testing needed to
determine hearing impairment,” “tested - resultsnonconclusive,” or “ not tested and at risk.” How many of these

studentsweretested for ahearing |oss before being removed?
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Thefederd government projectsthenumber of deafblind sudentsinageographicareausng aformulaof 2to 3 students
with desafblindnessper 1,000 studentsreceiving specia education services. Accordingto TEA, 482,427 sudentsreceived
gpecid education servicesinthe 1999-2000 schoal year. If thefederd projectionsare correct, thereshoul d be between 965
and 1447 desfblind studentsin Texas. Wherearethey?

Theregppearstobeasgnificant, chronic undercount of 0-2year olds. Inresponse, representativesfrom severd agencies
will soon meet to discussthisissue. Thesewill includethe Texas Department of Hedlth, Texas Commissionfor the Blind,
TexasEducation Agency, thelnteragency Council on Early Childhood Intervention, the ThreeLow Incidence Disabilities
Decentrdized Function a Education Service Center Region 3, the Deafblind CensusProject a Texas Tech University, and
the Deafblind and V1 Outreach Projectsat Texas School for the Blind and Visudly Impaired.

Usher Syndrome (Type | and I1), aleading cause of deafblindness, is estimated by some to occur in 3-6% of the
congenitaly deaf or hard of hearing population. 2785 of the4508 studentsreported on the 1999-2000 Texas State Survey
of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Studentswereborn desf or hard of hearing. (Thisnumber doesnot includecongenitaly desf or
hard of hearing sudentswhoareinther loca school districtsand not being served by Regiond Day School Programsfor the
Deaf.) 3% of 2785is83. There are currently only 27 students diagnosed with Usher Syndrome on the 2001 Texas
Desfblind Census

Moreoptimigticaly, thenumber of sudentswho aredesfblind from Congenital RubdlaSyndrome (CRS) decreased from
43in19941t010in 2001, aposs bleresult of both better immunization and graduation from theeducationd system of older
sudentswith CRS. Theincreaseof sudentsdiagnosed with CHARGE, from 12in 1993 to 34in 2001, might indicate better
identification and understanding of thissyndrome.

The Texas Education Agency’snewly adopted expanded definition of deafblindness (effectiveMarch 6, 2001) more
closdly reflectsthefedera definition, which quaifiesastudent to be counted onthe Texas Deafblind Census. Accordingto
TEA, astudent now qudifiesasdesfblindwho “ .. .hasdocumented hearing and visud | ossesthat, if consdered individudly,
may not meet therequirementsfor auditory impairment or visual impairment, but the combination of suchlossesadversely
affectsthestudent’ seducationd performance” or“ .. .hasadocumented medica diagnogsof aprogressvemedica condition
that will resultin concomitant hearing and visud lossesthat, without specid educationintervention, will adversdly affect the
student’ seducationd performance.” TEA'scompletedigibility definition of deafblindnesscan befound onitswebsiteat
<http:/Mmww.teasate tx.us'rules'tac/chepter089/ch089aa. html>, provison §89.1040. Eligibility Criteria

Inlight of thesechanges, will thenumber of sudentscounted onthe Texas Deefblind Censusincreass? We |l let youknow
in2002. Meanwhile, if you havequestionsabout whether or not achild should beincluded onthe Texas Deafblind Census,
please contact the Deafblind Specidist at your Education Service Center (below), Dr. RoseannaDavidson a Texas Tech
Universty, (806) 742-2334, or any of the Texas Deafblind Outreach Staff. Studentscan beadded tothe Censusat any time.

SNOILIANOD/SINOHANAS

ESC Reg. Specialist(s) Phone ESC Reg. Specialist(s) Phone

Region 1 Peter Graves (956) 984-6165 Region12 Tina Herzberg (254) 666-0707
Region 2 Joyce West (361) 561-8524 Region 13 Chrissy Cowan (512) 919-5317
Region 3 Brian Jones (361) 573-0731 Region14  Billy Sealey (915) 675-8636
Region4 Susan Parker (713) 744-6398 Region 15 Brenda Morris (915) 658-6571
Region5  Dion Potter (409) 386-5514 Region15  Debbielouder (915) 658-6571
Region6  Nodya Thornton  (409) 435-2195 Regionl16  Sormeita Sateler  (806) 376-5521
Region 7 Ann Phillips (903) 984-3071 Reg? onl7 Mary Jo Lovingier ~ (806) 792-4000
Region8  Donna Clopton (903) 572-8551 Region17  SharonTrusty (806) 792-4000
Region9  Tricialee (940) 322-6928 Region18  Bouneva Mayo (912) 563-2380
Region 10 Heidi King (972) 348-1598 Region 19 OliviaSchonberger  (915) 780-5344
Region1l  Peggy McNairn (817) 740-7504 Region20  Deborah Thompson  (210) 370-5453
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L ook theWorld Sraight intheEye
Terry Murphy, Executive Director, Texas Commission for the Blind

Themgority of the Commission’sstaff knows|’ mbig oninspirationa quotes, sothey appear fromtimetotimein
my mail. Onesuch pieceof paper recently caught my eye primarily becauisethe sender had highlighted thenameHelen
Keller. From The Book of Positive Quotations by John Cook, Keller was quoted as saying:

“Never bend your head. Hold it high. Look theworld straight intheeye.”

Wow, those s mplewords exude so much confidence! | washooked, so | spent sometime over the next few days
reacquanting mysalf with thisimpressvewoman.

| found that Keller was among “ The 50 M ost Famous Peopl e of the Century” in the December 1999 issue of
Biography Magazine, which didn’t surpriseme. Although her life spanned two centuries (1880-1968), sheleft an
indelible mark on the century inwhichyou readersand | wereborn. Keller becamethe* poster person” for triumphant
achievement inthefaceof physical disability inthe1900s. Blind, deaf, and unableto spesk asaresult of anunidentified
ailment contracted when shewas 19 monthsold, Keller nonethelesswent onto graduate cum laude from Radcliffe.
Shetraveled the globe, wrote 14 books, and lectured.

The personwho helped Kéeller gain the confidenceto “look theworld straight inthe eye” was her teacher, Annie
Sullivan. Sullivan connected Helen to theworld of possibilitiesat age 6. Once Keller realized from Sullivan that
everything had aname, shewasinsatiable. Withinsix months, itissaid, shehad learned the manual aphabet and could
read braille. Onebiography said that shewent ontolearn German, Latin, Greek, and French. All thissaysalot about
both the teacher and the student.

| venture aguessthat there arefew adultstoday who haven’t seen, heard, or read one or moreversionsof “The
MiracleWorker,” origindly aplay inwhich Sullivanand Kdler wereimmortalized by William Gibson. Thetitleitself
saysalot about human nature. Back inthe 1880s, Sullivan’sability to help Helen understand aworld of sight and
sound without seeing or hearing wasindeed thought tobea® miracle.”

Anevenhbigger “miracle’ intheearly to mid-1900swasthat Keller went onto use her understanding and education
toearnaliving by writing and lecturing. Unfortunately, thistype of miracle mindset about successful and productive
peoplewith visual and hearing lossesstill prevailstoday. | tend to think that Keller and Sullivan would say that being
brought together as student and teacher may indeed have been amiracle, but that Helen’ssuccessful “ employment and
independent living outcomes,” aswewould say intoday’svocational rehabilitation field, wereinstead theresult of a
wholelot of hard work and perseverance on both their parts!

| couldn’t help wondering as| read more about Keller what sheand Annie Sullivan would haveto say about the
Commission’s* Texas Confidence Builders’ servicemodd if they were heretoday. After wandering through afew
more of her words, I’ m pretty surethey would say it’snothing new to them. Consider these:

“We can do anythingwewant if westick to it long enough.”

“One can never consent to creep when onefeelsanimpul seto soar.”

Andmy favorite:

“Theworldismoved not only by the mighty shoves of the heroes, but a so by the aggregate of thetiny pushes of

each honest worker.”
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| believe Sullivan thought of herself asan honest worker, not ahero. | think shewould say that theway TCB
provides servicesissmilar to her approachin helping Helen - with tiny pushesof hope, optimism, determination, and
honesty. From her background, Sullivan knew that if Keller couldfirst learn aternative speech and communication
techniques shewould gain the confidenceto tackleevenmore. | don't believethat Sullivan knew what Helenwasfully
capableof accomplishing. Shejust knew that with each step forward, ahigher goal waspossible. Inthoseinevitable
timeswhen young Helen probably balked at something new or difficult, | canjust see Sullivan pushing Helen gently
forward even after adulthood because she knew Helen's self-confidence would grow as shelearned and practiced
new ills

TCB workersare sometimes criticized for not giving up when individual sset their feet in concrete and refuseto
learn dternate skillsfrom whichto choosein varying situations. We can't forceapersonto put forth theeffort, but we
don't giveup aseasily asweoncedid. From experiencewe learned that an individual who concludesvocational
rehabilitation or independent living servicesafter choosing tolearn aminimum of skillswill generdly returntimeand
againtotheagency for assistance. When so many of thesereturning individual s said they found they lacked the self-
confidenceto resolve problemsfor themsel ves, Texas Confidence Builderswasborn.

Webelievethe*tiny pushes’ Keller speaksabout so eloquently areworth the potentia criticismif wesucceedin
reachingindividua swiththetruth that living inasociety primarily configured for sight and sound hasenough barriersof
itsownwithout individua slimitingthemsdves. Thislast quotel cameacross pretty much sumsupthelivesof Sullivan
and Kdler, TCB workers, and themany individualsthe Commissionischalenging to bethe best they canbe. Helen
Kdlersays

“l amonly one; but | am still one. | cannot do everything, but still | can do something. | will not refuseto do the
something | cando.”

AVision for Texas

Our Professon Deter minesitsOwn Destiny
By Dr. Phil Hatlen, Superintendent, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
<PhilHatlen@tsbvi.edu>

Editor’snote: Dr. Hatlen gave this speech at the 2001 Texas Association of Education and Rehabilitation
(TAER) Conference on April 20™.

In recent months, and most certainly inthe coming monthsand years, acommon topic for conversation among
educatorshasbeen TCB’s Texas Confidence Builders. My own reactionto thischangein servicedelivery hastaken
severd turnsover the past few months. Let me suggest oneway of looking at it.

Unemployment and underempl oyment has been the primary issueamong blind adultsfor aslong as| havebeenin
thisprofession. Despite advancesin rehabilitation and education services, despite technol ogy advances, despite
changesin employer attitudes, the rate of unemployment hasvirtually remained the samefor the past 50 years. TCB
haslooked at that fact, considered what to do about it, and taken adramatic moveinthe manner inwhichit servesits
customers. Whether you and | approveor not, thefact that TCB iswilling to takerisks, bebold, stretch the envelope,
because nothing else hasworked, issomething that I, for one, canadmire.

How arewe, in education, doing these days? Very well, in many ways.

| think that local school districts, education service centers, and TSBVI have, over theyears, developed avery
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supportive, collaborative system that resultsin blind and visually impaired studentsreceiving the best educationinthe
most gppropriate placement. “ Appropriate’ may changefromtimetotime, and we haveaflexiblesysteminwhichthat
can happen.

But we have our chronic problems, too. Regarding unemployment, we must own thisissue, too. What arewe
doing about it? About serviceddivery inrurd aress, arewe certain that studentsarereceiving all thedirect instruction
fromaTeacher of theVisually Impaired (TV1) that they need? And what of teaching the expanded core curriculum?
Our profession clearly tellsusthat it isasimportant astheregular corecurriculum. But areal TVIsfindingthetimeand
inclinationtoteach such subjectsassocid kills living skills, and career education?

I’mnot certain that you' |l all agree with me, but from my perspective, wein education are as much in need of
evaluating our effortsand considering somenew directionsaswas TCB.

| haveashort list (fiveitems) of concernsthat | suggest to you arein need of immediate attention. And, like TCB,
the solutionsto some of theseissuesmight very well require high-risk, bold efforts. My list consistsof nationa issues,
not unique to Texas. But my sincere hopeisthat professionalsin Texaswill take some of these concernson as
challengesto be overcome, and that oncemore Texaswill takethelead in confronting issuesand finding sol utions.

1. INSTRUCTION IN THE EXPANDED CORE CURRICULUM

The concept of an expanded core curriculumfor blind and visualy impaired learnershad itsoriginin school sfor the
blind acentury ago. It took awrong turnfor awhileinthe middle of the 20" century whenwe became so obsessed with
inclusionthat weweren't willing to admit that these students had unique needs, that visionlossinand of itself created
learning needs.

Thistopicwent through severd namechanges. It wasfirst referred to asthe” specidized needsof visually impaired
students.” Soonwewereusing theterm“uniqueneeds,” the* disability-specificneeds.” Findly, with theredlization
that al of educationwasmoving toward the concept of “core curriculum,” theterm* expanded core curriculum” was
used and adopted.

TheNationa Agendamovement ranit uptheflagpole. Everyonesduted. Shortly thereafter, articleswerewritten
on the expanded core curriculum; our major professional organizationsendorsed it; and there seemed few, if any,
detractors. Therefore, | think it’s safe to assume now that most educators of blind and visually impaired students
realizethat all students must be assessed in all areas of the expanded core curriculum, and, based on assessment
results, |EP goals must be written to address the areas needed by each student. (Yearsago, when | stated that the
learning of living skillsshould be of equa importancewith learningto read, my educator friendswould giggleor look at
meaghast! Today, when | makethat statement, | see headsnod in agreement.)

So, where arewetoday inimplementing the expanded core curriculum? Areall studentsbeing assessedin all
areas? Doesthe | EP reflect the outcome of assessment and providefor instruction in portions of the expanded core
curriculum? Hasthe TV been given thetimeto teach thesevital skills? Sadly, inmost areasof Texas, | think not. |
think that dedicated, committed, well-meaning TV Isare not finding enough hoursin the day to addressthe expanded
corecurriculum. | know there are many exceptions- some of you havetold meof tremendousresultsin teaching the
expanded core curriculum.

Perhapswe have not made our position clear enough. If theinstructiona day providestimeto teach reading, it must

also providethetimetoteach living skills, socia skills, career education, assistive technology, etc. If it doesn't, our
systemisbroken and needsto befixed. I’'mready to helpfix it; areyou?
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2. APPROPRIATE READING MEDIA

Thequestion| feel compelledto ask today isthis: Isthereany visualy impaired child, anywherein Texas, whose
reading medium was sl ected based on theamount of timethe TV could spend with her? You haveheard mesay this
many times, and I’ mgoingtosay itagain: A childwhoisintheearly sagesof learningtoread andwritebraillewill need
hisTVI for at least onehour per day. Itismy sincerehopethat no childin Texasisreading print because of thelack of
timetoteach braille.

If thisisanissuein Texas, will youjoinmeinaddressingiit?

3. CAREER EDUCATION

Asl mentioned earlier, | believethat educatorsmust own part of the disma employment rate among blind adultsin
theU.S. Career educationisamajor curricular areain the expanded core curriculum. It isrecognized asan educa
tiona need that most often will not be adequately addressed in theregular school curriculum. Consider theamount of
career educationthat isincidentally learned by sighted students by visual observation, and then think about how these
learning opportunitieswill be provided to blind and visualy impaired students.

Some monthsago, | wastold by someof theleadersof our consumer organizationsin Texasthat most blind young
peopletakeat least ten years after high school graduation beforethey settleinto ajob - or, for the mgjority, settlefor
unemployment. My friends, it doesn’t haveto bethat way. We, you and I, should commit to acareer education
programfor our studentsthat will prepare them for employment, for decision making, and for thedignity of work. Our
graduates should have al the skillsnecessary to chart their own destiny, and not be dependent on TCB to givethem
directioninlife.

Areall of you committed to teaching career educationto all blind and visually impaired studentsin Texas? May |
joinyou aswemakethisagoal for our Texas profession, and oncemorelead the nation ininnovation?

4. TACTILEGRAPHICS

How’sthisfor atopicthat just won't go away? But, my friends, we are beginning to identify thereal problem. For
yearsour issuewasaplethoraof “raised pictures’ coming from well-meaning, good-hearted peoplewho truly believed
that everything visual should be presented to blind students. Whenwefinally got it straight between* pictures’ and
“graphics,” and redlized that tactile graphicsmakealot of sense, but pictureswith perspectiveareamost impossibleto
present tactually, wereally thought we had achieved what we needed. When wonderfully creative peoplelike Diane
Spence and Bob Walling began to produce clear, sharp tactile graphicsfor geography, mathematics, and science
textbooks, wereally knew we had licked the problem of tactile graphics.

But, like peeling an onion, themore layerswetook off thetopic of tactilegraphics, themoreissueswefound. At
lagt, though, | think we have cometothe core. Children need to be sequentialy and systematically taught how to read
tactilegraphics. University preparation programs need to include* how to teach thereading of tactile graphics’ to
futureTVIs. Then TVIsneedtoadd thistopic asagoa inthel EP of every blind student. How about it, universities,
areyou ready to do this? How about it, teachers, are you ready to commit instructional timeto thisvital areaof

learning?

Arethere peoplewe need to convince? How about TAER taking thison asachallenge? How about someone
reporting back to TAER thistime next year about thetremendous successin establishing programsto train teacherson
how to teach tactile graphics, and inimplementing programsinlocal schoolsthat providetimefor childrentolearnto
read tactilegraphics.

I’mready; areyou?
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5. USE OF PARAPROFESSIONALS

Theexistence of paraprofessionals, or teacher assistants, isagiveninour profession. After al, every profession,
even Orientation and Mobility, usesthem. But how arethey used? Arethey used to supplement and reinforcewhat the
TVI hastaught? Or, and ask yourself thisquestion serioudly, arethey used toreplace TVIs?

| could go on, but fivetopicsfor usto take on with commitment, dedication, and creativity, are enough. | know
each of you could add to thislist, and, because these are personal convictions, not fundamental truths, you might
disagreewithmy list. My purposein sharing thesewith youtoday isthat I’ d redlly like useducatorsin Texasto come
together over chronic, seriousissues, and collectively find solutions. We haveled the country in many ways- let’'sdo

itagan.

How about it, teachers, areyou ready? How about it, TAER, isit timeto tackle sometough issues?

Book Review: What's Stopping You? Living Successfully with Disability
By Gail Beukenkamp, Parent, Amarillo, Texas

Editor’snote: | want to thank Gail for graciously agreeing to write a book review for SEE/HEAR. We will
be periodically including reviews on books and similar resources so that families and professionals can get an
idea of what new materials are out there for them. We wel come the opportunity to publish other book reviews
written by family members or professionals. If you are interested in doing one, please feel free to contact
Edgenie Bellah, News & Views Section Editor.

A disability can becomearedlity at any timeinaperson’slife. It may beagradua changeor an overnight change
inlifestyle caused by asudden accident or illness. A disability not only effectsthe person whoisdisabled, but also has
amajor impact on other family members, caregivers, and friends.

What's Sopping You? Living Successfully with Disability iswritten by Mark Nagler, Ph.D. and Adam Nagler,
father and son. Mark Nagler, Ph.D., wasbornwith cerebra palsy and hastriumphed over hisdisability. By livingwith
adisability, heisableto giveapersonal view and hel p teach people how to copewith challenges. Thisbook isabout
disabilitiesingeneral. Itisdividedintofour parts.

Part onedescribeslivingwith adisability. Thispart containsavery good section on advocacy and laws protecting
thedisabled. It explainstheimportance of advocacy and describesthedifferent types. Theauthor discussestheeffect
of adisability on family and friendsand changesthat take placein thehome and at work.

Part two explainstheroleof caring for peoplewith disabilities. Much liketheindividual who hasthe disability,
caregivers have to go through an adjustment process. You have to accept that life has changed and make new
arrangements. The authorsemphasi ze throughout the book that apositive attitudeisvery important for the disabled
person andthe caregiversaswell. They statethat apositive attitude isnecessary to triumph over adisability.

Part three gives advice about protecting the future of the disabled person. It describesthe types of insurance,
power of attorney, and theimportance of financia planning. Adviceisgiven onhow to ensureyour legal protection
such asthenecessity of having awill and information about filing alega clam. Theinformationissmplified to makeit
easy to understand.

Part four isaresource section. It explainshow to search adisability ontheInternet, and givesan extensivelist of
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health and disability related web Steaddresses. Thereisa so adirectory of numerous organizations, whichincludes
addresses and tel gphone numbersthat serve peoplewith disabilities. Fourteen samplelettersareincludedto help the
disabled request the servicesthey need.

What's Sopping You?isavery good resourceif you arelooking for information about disabilitiesingenera. The
book answers many questionsabout living with adisability or caring for an adult with adisability. Thereare many
persona accountsthroughout the book of adultsliving with disabilities. Thebook doesnot mention children specifi-
caly, but givesgood advicefor future planning.

Spanish-L anguage L ow Vision Booklet Now Available!
Reprinted with Permission from National Eye Health Education Program

Weareexcited to announcethearrival of the second booklet in our Ojo con suvisién! (Watch out for your vision!)
series. The Spanish-language adaptation of thelow vision booklet, Sepa qué hacer s tienebaja vision (What You
Should Know About Low Vision), isnow availablefor distribution. Wewould liketo thank all of youwho provided
commentsduringitsdevelopment. We are pleased with thefinal outcomeand hopethat you will be, too.

Torecelveacopy of thebook, you may contact:

Low Vision at 20/20

Low VisionPlace

Bethesda, MD

20892-3655;

Phone: (877) 569-8487

Phonefor Spanish speakers. (877) 569-8474

Onlineat: <http://Mmwww.ne.nih.gov/publications/LV_spanish.htm>

AreYou Sill Looking for Summer Activitiesfor Your Kids??
It MAY Not Be Too L ate!

Although most campshavedready filled up, you might takeashot at contacting some campsto seeif they sill have
openings. Remember, campisan exciting, fun-filled way for kidsto learn wonderful skillsand to makegreaet memories.
To help with your search, we' ve updated the SUMMER CAMPS 2001 DIRECTORY on the TSBVI Website at
<http://www.tsbvi.edu/Education/camps.htm>. If you don’t have accessto acomputer or need some assistance,
contact your local TCB office. They havethesamelist and will be happy to work with you!

Evenif youdon't havetimeto get signed up for thisyear’ssummer camp, it isnot too soon to start thinking about
next year. You may want to contact some of the campsto scheduleatour during their summer sessionsand seeif the
programwill meet your child’sneeds. Thiswould also beagood timeto get onthemailing list for next year’scamp
applications. Summer camp can beawonderful opportunity for your child and for you.
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NEWS& VIEWS

Short Classesat TSBVI
By Dr. Lauren Newton, Principal of Special Programs, TSBVI

ABOUT SHORT CLASSES

Alittleover ayear ago, TSBVI implemented an additional approach to serving academic students: SHORT
CLASSES. Approximately 70 students, from all around the state, attended ashort classduring the 2000-2001 school
year! Thepurposeof short classesisto serve studentswho arefunctioning closeto gradelevel and whosebasic needs
arewell metinthelocal school district, but who may need ashort, intensive training boost in one or two disability-
specificareas(e.g., O& M, independent living, technol ogy, aspects of the braille code, math adaptations). Whileat
TSBVI dl sudentsaso have experiencesdevel oping socid skills, interacting with other visualy impaired sudentsand
professiondss, and independent living. Most classesare oneweek long.

Students must bereferred for aShort Classby their local school district. Studentsare requested to bring their
week’sschool assignments (homework) with them. Thisservestwo purposes: (1) the opportunity to teach new skills
within the context of what studentsarelearning at home, and (2) helping studentskeep up with their assgnmentswhile
they areaway. Before studentscometo aShort Class, their local V1 teacher and TSBV I teachersdiscussthestudent’s
current level of functioninginthe | EP skills selected for instruction, to maximize effectiveinstruction as soon asthe
Studentsarrive.

SHORT CLASSESFOR THE 2001-2002 SCHOOL YEAR

Below isalisting of Short Classesfor next year. If you havean upcomingARD, thiscould beatimeto talk about
apossiblereferral. Pleasecal TSBVI if you have any questions about the programs. Notice that two different
program optionsare provided to support local |EP objectives:

1. Disability-specific programswith apre-determined curriculum

Independent Living Skills
Two programs - each scheduled for two 3-day weekends. Students must attend both weekends.
 High School (ages 16-22): September 6 - 9 and October 4 - 7, 2001

* Middle School (ages 12-15): March 21 - 24 and April 25 - 28, 2002

Technology (secondary students)
Each programisoneweek inlength.

 Fall: November 11 - 16, 2001 - Braille* n Speak
» Spring: February 3-8, 2002 - JAWSfor Internet

Math Adaptations (for students going into algebra or geometry)
» November 25 - 30, 2001

2. Individualized I nstruction on any Disability-Specific | EP Objectives
Students will work on objectives jointly selected by LEA & TSBVI

« High School: September 16 - 21, 2001 * High School: January 13 - 18, 2002
» Middle School: October 21-26, 2001 * Middle School: February 24 - March 1, 2002
« Elementary School: December 9-14, 2001 * Elementary School: April 7-12, 2002
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SHORT TIMEAWAY FROM HOME

Thereare many reasons studentsand familiesmay want to consider ashort programat TSBVI. Herearejust afew:
* All studentsreturntotheir local school at end of ashort program

* Participationin specia programsisnot achangein placement

 Studentsare not counted absent fromtheir local schools

» LEASsprovidetransportation costs

For moreinformation about these programscall, e-mail or visit our website at <www.tsbvi.edu>, or contact Dr.
Lauren Newton, Principal of Special Programs,; Phone: (512) 206-9119, E-mail: <NewtonL @tsbvi.edu>.

FindingWhedslistserv

Thereisanew listserv caled finding_whed sthat isadiscussion venuefor peopleto talk about transportation issues
for children and young adultswith vis onimpairmentsand strategiesto assi st young peoplein exploring their transpor-
tation options. Thelistserv isan extension of the curriculum Finding Wheel swhich Dr. Penny Rosenblum and Dr.
Anne Corn co-authored. They wanted to set up aplacewhere peoplewho are using Finding Wheelsor working with
studentson transportation issues could shareidess.

To join the listserv send a message to <listserv@listserv.arizona.edu>. In the message write “subscribe
finding_whedls, <your e-mail addressFirst Name Last Name>.”

If youwould prefer to send amessagedirectly to Penny at <rosenblu@u.arizona.edu>, shewould be happy tosign
youupforthelistserv.

Survey Regar ding Proposed Changes
totheAPH Tactile GraphicsKit

APH isconsidering some changesto the Tactile GraphicsKit (thelarger kit used for diagramming foil mastersfor
thermoforming). If you areauser of thiskit, wewould likeyour commentson thefollowing questions- especidly if you
can giveuscompelling reasonsNOT to make these changes!

1. We' re considering replacing thewooden rack that holdsthetoolswith avinyl pouch that hol ds each tool
securely initsown pocket, foldsto take up lessroom, and cuts about $12 off the cost. Please comment.

2. Wewonder if the pantograph isstill auseful part of thekit. Aretranscribersusingit? If dropping thisitem
would cut $15 - $20 from the cost of thekit, would you recommend keeping it or dropping it?

3. Any other comments or suggestions about thekit arewelcome.

Thank you in advancefor your help!

Fred Otto

Department of Educational Research
American Printing Housefor the Blind
fotto@aph.org
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CLASSIFIED

Mail or e-mail your new classifiedsto Jim Durkel at:
TSBVI Outreach, 1100 West 45th St., Austin, TX 78756, or JimDurkel @tsbvi.edu.
An up-to-date Statewide Staff Development Calendar is posted on TSBVI’swebsite at <www.tsbvi.edu>.

TexasFocus.

L ookingat Low Vision
June 14 & 15, 2001
Radisson Plaza Hotel - Ft. Worth

Thisannua conference sponsored by the 20 Regiona
Education Service Centers, with help from Texas School
fortheBlindand Visudly Impaired, will focusontopics
rel ated to the student withlow vison. Topicsinclude
monocular and magnifier usg, literacy issuesfor the
sudent withlow vison, servicestoinfantsandtoddlers
withlow vison, andissuesrdaedtofiddloss.

For moreinformetion, contact Jm Durkd.
Phone: (512) 206-9270
E-mal; ImDurkd @tdovi.edu.

Visons2001:
TheNational Confer enceof

TheFoundation Fighting Blindness

September 13-15, 2001
Westin GdleriaHotd inDallas, Texas

Eachyear, Foundation researchers, saff and volunteers
gather to shareinformation about thelatest scientific
advances, assgtivetechnol ogies, orientationand mobility
resources, and coping srategieswith attendeesfrom
acrosstheUnited States. For moreinformation, contact
TheFoundation Fighting Blindnessat (888) 394-3937
or <www.blindness.org>.

NEWS& VIEWS

TSBVI Technology | nstitute
September 21 & 22, 2001
Sheraton Four Points in Austin, Texas

Thistrainingisdesgnedfor education professonds
workingwith sudentswho havevisud imparments.
Sessonswill incdludeintroductiontotheBraille’ n Spegk,
introductionto Duxbury Braille Trand aion software, and
introductionto screenreaders. Thisisnot generd
technology training. Parentsinterestedinattending are
encouraged to learn more about therel evancetothem
andtheir child by contacting Jm Durke or Sharon
Nicholsbeforeregigeringfor thisevent.

For moreinformeation, contact:

Jm Durkel at (512) 206-9270,
JmDurkd @t<bvi.edu
or
Sharon Nicholsat (512) 206-9388,
SharonNichol s@tsovi.edu

VirginiaMurray Sowdl
Digtinguished Lecturer Series

September 28 & 29, 2001
Lubbock, Texas

Dr. Janvan Dijk will bethefeatured speaker at this
year'sVirginiaSowd | Distinguished L ecturer Series,
sharing hiswed th of experienceworkingwith people
whoaredeafblind. For moreinformation, contact:

TheVirginiaMurray Sowd| Center
(806) 742-2320 or sheila.dowling@ttu.edu.

SWOMA:
(Southwest Orientation & Mobility

Association Annual Conference)
October 12-14, 2001
Sheraton Four-Points in Austin, Texas

For moreinformation, contact: RuthAnnMarsh
(512) 206-9203 or RuthAnnM arsh@tsbvi.edu.
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INSITE Training:
A Home-Based Model For | nfants,
Toddlers, and PreschoolersWhoAre
Multiply Disabled Sensory Impaired
Part 1 - September 27 & 28, 2001
Part 2 - October 24 & 25, 2001

Part 3 - November 29 & 30, 2001
Bryan, Texas

Thisisa6-day trainingfor school and ECI professonds
workingwithfamilies who havechildren, birthto Syears,
withmultipleimpairments indudinganimparmentina
least oneof thesensory systems. Topicsinclude
informationonvisgonlaoss, hearingloss, communication
deve opment, motor devel opment, activelearning, and
workingwithfamilies. For moreinformation, contact
Gigi Newtonat TSBVI. Phone: (512) 206-9272,
E-mail: GigiNewton@tsbvi.edu

TheThird Annual
SportsExtravaganzafor Blind

and Visually Impaired Sudents
Nimitz High School in Irving, Texas
October 26 & 27, 2001

Childrenwithvisud impa rmentsoften need confidence-
building experiences, sothey can participateinthar
regular school sportsprograms. Thisevent providesthe
opportunity todojust that. For moreinformation,
contact KitraHill Gray at (972) 348-1580.

CHARGE at theCrossr oads:
5th I nternational

CHARGE SyndromeConference
July 20-22, 2001
Indianapolis, Indiana
IndianapolisMarriott Hotel

Thisconferenceisfor familieswithamember who has
CHARGE Association. Friday sessonsfocuson
medica issuesandinclude presentationson adolescence,
cochlear implants, denta issues, endocrinology, plagtics,
gagtro-intestingl issues, neurology, vestibular function,
baance, and ord feeding. Presenterswill beDr. Kim
Blake, Dr. Udi Shah, Dr. Rod Lusk, JamesThdlin, Dr.
RebeccaSayton, Dr. Jeremy Kirk, Dr. Jeffrey Marsh,
Dr. JulesCongtantino, Dr. SandraDavenport, Sara
Johnson and g&ff from Riley Hospitd for Children.

Saturday sessontopicsinclude Cirdleof Friends, hearing
Issues, communication, interveners desfblindsmulations,
SbShaop, recrestion/therapy (iceskating, adaptiveskiing
hippothergpy/thergpeuticriding) and agrandparentsget-
together. A videoentitled“ Thenand Now” will sobe
shown. Presenterswill beNancy Hartshornewith
Jacob’sCircleParticipants, SusanAppell, LindaAlsop,
KimLauger, Dick and LizYoung, Judith Bluestone,
JamesThelin, KaraHeide, Penny Clark, Mary Siebalt,
DianeHazd-Jones, Rob L ast and Michigan Deef-Blind
Project Coordinators.

For moreinformation, contact
Marion Norbury at (573) 499-4694.

Mark Your Calendarsfor the
DBMAT Family Weekend
October 12-14, 2001!

It'snot too early to mark your cdendarsfor theDBMAT
(Defblind Multihandi capped Association of Texas)
Family Conference, whichwill takeplacea Camp John
MarcinMeridian, Texas. Thisannud fdl retrest and
learningweekend for familiesand serviceprovidersisa
timeof renewa andreunionfor al whoattend.

For moreinformation, call (972) 287-1904 or
e-mail DBMATorg@aol.com.

Golf ForeSight

Areyouagolfer and aperson whowantsto prevent
blindnessinTexas? Condder a“ Golf ForeSight” card!
Purchaseof thiscard entitlestheholder to golf oneround
of golf at each course- freeor discounted (cart rental
required), and supportsPrevent Blindness Texas. Nearly
100 golf coursesaroundthe state of Texasare participat-
inginthisevent. You can purchaseonecard for $35,
two for $60 or four cardsfor $100.

For moreinformation about thisprogram, contact
Prevent Blindnessat (888) 987-4448.
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SEE/HEAR
published quarterly: February, May, August, and November
Availablein Spanish and English on TSBVI’swebsiteat <www.tsbvi.edu>.
Contributionstothe newsletter can be mailed or e-mailed to section editors at:

TSBVI Outreach
1100 West 45th St.
Austin, TX 78756

Deadlinesfor Articles Section Editors
December 1st for theWinter edition Family - Jean Robinson (512) 206-9418;
March 1st for the Spring edition JeanRobinson@tsbvi.edu
June 1t for the Summer edition Programming - Ann Rash (512) 206-9269;
September 1st for the Fall edition AnnRash@tsbvi.edu

. and Gigi Newton (512) 206-9272;
Production Staff GigiNewton@tsovi.edu
Editor-in-Chief - Kate Moss (512) 206-9224; Syndromes/Conditions - Kate Moss (512) 206-9224;
KateM oss@tshvi.edu KateM oss@tsbvi.edu
Layout Editor - Craig Axelrod (512) 206-9435; Newsand Views - Edgenie Bellah (512) 377-0578;
CraigAxdrod@tsbvi.edu Edgenie.Bdlah@tcb.state.tx.us
TCB Editor - Edgenie Bellah (512) 377-0578; Classified - Jim Durkel (512) 206-9270;
Edgenie Bdlah@tch.gate.tx.us JmDurke @tsbvi.edu
Website Editor - JimAllan (512) 206-9315; . . : .
JmAllan@tsbvi.edu (512) Theaudio version of SEE/HEARisprovided by
Production Assistant - Jeannie LaCrosse-Mojica Recordingfor theBlindand Dyslexic, Austin, TX.
(512) 206-9268; Jeanniel_aCrosse@tsbvi.edu If you nolonger wish toreceivethisnewsletter,
TCB Braille Transcriber - Ann Hill (512) 377-0654; please call Beth Rees at (512) 206-9103 or
Ann.Hill@tch.gatetx.us e-mail her at BethRees@tsbvi.edu.
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