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May 28, 2020

Board of Trustees
Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
Austin, Texas

Members of the Board:
	
	


The Texas Education Agency (TEA) recently released guidance on the process for seeking a waiver from TEA for missed school days related to COVID-19.  For school closures based on COVID-19 related concerns, districts must seek additional minute waivers from TEA in order to meet the 75,600 operational minute requirement.  TEA’s guidance document states:
“If an LEA has closed school due to COVID-19, the agency will provide missed school day waivers for the closed days with the requirement that the LEA provide educational supports for the off-campus education of all students. The waivers will be granted as long as the district commits to supporting students instructionally while absent from school grounds. This attestation will be required to be submitted with the waiver.  The school district or charter school is responsible for providing all necessary educational resources to a student’s parent/guardian and must also provide guidance on how the instruction is to be delivered to the student. Texas Education Agency (TEA) auditors may perform random audits to ensure that school districts and charter schools provided the necessary educational resources.”

Statement to be signed by the Superintendent and Board President on TEA’s Attestation Statement Form:
“The district attests that parents/guardians are being provided with the educational resources and implementation assistance necessary to support an instructional program that will be provided off-campus to students who are absent due to concerns about the potential of illness or actual illness associated with COVID-19.”

The waiver must be submitted for each day TSBVI was closed for COVID-19 by designating days as (1) Closed, Instructing, (2) Closed, Preparing, or (3) Closed, Temporary.  The waiver request to be submitted would designate TSBVI as “Closed, Instructing” as of after Spring Break (beginning March 23, 2020 through May 27, 2020).




One of the roles of the Instructional Planning Council (IPC) is to approve waiver requests before they go to the Board for approval.  Members of the IPC were surveyed for their feedback and all members supported the request. 
The TSBVI Board will be asked for their approval for TSBVI to submit a Missed School Days Waiver request to the Texas Education Agency at their meeting on May 28, 2020.  Districts have until June 18, 2020 to submit Missed School Day waivers to TEA.

Sincerely,
[image: ]
Emily Coleman
Superintendent



BOARD OF TRUSTEES:	FAX:
Parents of Persons with Visual Impairments:	Consumers with Visual Impairments:	Persons Working with the Visually Impaired:	Business Office	(512)206-9452
Mary K. Alexander, Valley View	Dan Brown, Jr., Pflugerville	Brenda Lee, Brownwood	Central Mail Room   	(512)206-9450
Mike Hanley, Helotes	Beth Jones, Anna	Julie Prause, Vice-President, Columbus	Outreach Services   	(512)206-9320
Lee Sonnenberg, President, Lubbock   	Joseph Muniz, Harlingen	Elaine Robertson, Katy	Superintendent        	(512)206-9453
			Admissions              	(512)206-9148
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