Recommendations to SBEC on §230.504 (g)(2)(B): Emergency Permits in Visual Impairments
 On Tuesday, November 11, the Professional Preparation Advisory Group (PPAG) met to discuss issues related to professional preparation and visual impairments.  The PPAG is a coalition of stakeholders that includes district and ESC administrators, parents, district and ESC VI teachers and O&M specialists as well as representatives from related state agencies. 

On the agenda was consideration and possible recommendations for revisions to that part of the education code related to emergency permits for teachers of students with visual impairments [§230.504 (g)(2)(B)]. 

The issue was discussed thoroughly, including consideration of the language that was developed for SBEC in 2002.  

There have been several changes since 2002.   The current status includes, but is not limited to, the following factors:
· The development and implementation of a competency-based system of professional preparation vs. the “credit-hour”- based system

· The revision and implementation of the TExES to replace the ExCET tests.

· The development and implementation of the probationary certificate, which is very popular and meets the national standards for “highly qualified”, which the emergency permit does not.

· Both the probationary certificate and the emergency permit require “competency in Braille” which is the standard for literacy for blind students.  For the emergency permit, “competency in Braille” is defined by the district, without a uniform standard.  The probationary certificate requires that the teacher have successfully completed coursework in Braille, ensuring that the VI professional is competent in Braille.

· Mentors, all of whom have full caseloads, are reporting that those with emergency permits are noticeably less prepared than those with probationary certificates and require more effort on the part of the mentors.
· VI specialists at ESCs report that those with emergency permits take more effort and support and are more likely to leave the profession.  As a result, the district is once again, left without a VI teacher to meet the needs of their students with visual impairments.

After a detailed review of the existing language and the language developed and proposed in 2002, it was decided by a unanimous vote to recommend that the emergency permit for visual impairments be deleted.

Thank you for your consideration.
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