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The National Agenda for the Education of Children and Youths 

with Visual Impairments, Including Those with Multiple Disabilities sets 

forth in clear and concise terms a vision and plan of action for the future of the education of children who are blind or visually impaired, as well as those who are visually impaired and have other disabilities.  The National Agenda is comprised of 

the following ten goals:

Goal 1 – Students and their families will be referred to an appropriate education program within 30 days of identification of a suspected visual impairment.  Teachers of students with visual impairments will provide appropriate quality services.

Goal 2 ​– Policies and procedures will be implemented to ensure the right of all parents to full participation and equal partnership in the education process.

Goal 3 – Universities with a minimum of one full-time faculty member in the area of visual impairments will prepare a sufficient number of teachers and O&M specialists for students with visual impairments to meet personnel needs throughout the country.

Goal 4 – Caseloads will be determined based on the assessed needs of students. 

Goal 5 – Local education programs will ensure that all students have access to a full array of service delivery options.

Goal 6 – All assessments and evaluations of students will be conducted by and /or in partnership with personnel having expertise in the education of student with visual impairments and their parents.

Goal 7 – Access to developmental and educational services will include an assurance that instructional materials are available to students in the appropriate media and at the same time as their sighted peers.

Goal 8 – All educational goals and instruction will address the academic and expanded core curricula based on the assessed needs of each student with visual impairments. 

Goal 9 – Transition services will address developmental and educational needs (birth through high school) to assist students and their families, in setting goals and implementing strategies through the life continuum commensurate with the student's aptitudes, interests, and abilities. 

Goal 10 – To improve student learning, service providers will engage in on-going local, state, and national professional development.
The National Agenda is a grassroots effort by professionals and parents to ensure that children with visual impairments, including those with multiple disabilities, are not left behind or overlooked in today’s fast-paced and generic service delivery model.  Whether they are living at home and attending local community schools or any other place and eligible to receive vision-specific services, The National Agenda provides guidelines to their caretakers and educational personnel about what appropriate services for a child who is blind or visually impaired should entail.  The structure of the organization consists of two parent co-chairs and two professional co-chairs; a steering committee made up of parents, professionals, and adults with visual impairments; and national goal leaders for each of the ten goals.  All but a handful of states have state coordinators, often both parents and professionals, who provide local leadership and communicate with the national leadership about the status of goal implementation within their states.  In addition, The National Agenda has been replicated in other parts of the world: England, Wales, New Zealand, and Australia.


For more information about The National Agenda, please feel free to contact any of the Co-Chairs:

Dr. Kathleen Huebner, Associate Dean

Ms. Brunhilde Merk-Adam

Department of Graduate Studies 


29260 Franklin Rd   #403
Pennsylvania College of Optometry

Southfield, MI  48034

Elkins Park Campus



248/356-8615
8360 Old York Road



Email:  bkmabma@worldnet.att.net
Elkins Park, PA 19027

215/780-1361   FAX: 215/780-1357

Email:  kathyh@pco.edu 

Ms. Donna Stryker




Dr. Karen Wolffe

15554 Space Murals Lane



2109 Rabb Glen Street

Las Cruces, NM 88011



Austin, TX 78704

505/373-2596   FAX: 505/524-8080

512/707-0525   FAX: 512/707-8227

Email:  ForeverD@zianet.com  


Email:  wolffe@afb.net
Please check the National Agenda Web site frequently for new information and materials that have been developed by the National Agenda Steering Committee and state affiliates.  The Internet address is:  www.tsbvi.edu/agenda/
Thank you for your interest in and support of the National Agenda for the Education of Children and Youths with Visual Impairments, Including Those with Multiple Disabilities.
