  The Rhode Island Special Commission to Promote and Develop a Comprehensive System of Education for Visually Impaired Children proudly submits its Final Report which is child-centered, to readers on the TSBVI National Agenda website.  

  The entire report reflects the collaborative, diligent and passionate work of advocates throughout our state including Representative Eileen Naughton, Chair of the Commission, Paul Loberti, Vice Chair and Vice President of Rhode Island Parents of Blind and Visually Impaired Children, (RIPBVIC) and Elizabeth Frampton, President of RIPBVIC.  Additional partners in collaboration are consumers, the RI Department of Education, RI Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired, RI Department of Human Services, Community Based Organizations serving individuals with vision loss, the National Federation of the Blind of Rhode Island, Teachers of Children who are Visually Impaired throughout the state and many other participants involved in the administration and delivery of services to individuals with visual impairments.

  The Table of Contents on Page 2 will direct the reader to various Parts and Appendices contained within the document.  Of particular importance is the introduction of the Rhode Island Agenda and the document itself in table format, (Part 3) beginning on page 28 and ending on p. 43.  Clearly, Rhode Island’s agenda was based on the National Agenda and is augmented by state specific issues (e.g., technology).  The introduction also familiarizes the reader with the Logic Model (in this case used to provide both a program design and evaluation for the actual implementation of the RI Agenda) and blends the goals, inputs/resources, strategies and impacts for each of Rhode Island’s 11 goals.  A description of Current Status of services is located on the left side of the table.

  This Final Report is the cumulative work of advocates both state and nationwide with expectations that comprehensive and specific educational services are to be delivered to infants, toddlers, children and youth with vision loss by highly trained professionals and within a system that recognizes the unique needs of the population we serve.  The guidance and underlying foundation that has driven our work emanates from The National Agenda for the Education of Children and Youths with Visual Impairments, Including Those with Multiple Disabilities.  The Special Legislative Commission wishes to acknowledge and thank the founding advocates and writers of The National Agenda.

We are so very grateful for the opportunity to build our comprehensive plan of service delivery on documentation that represents best practice, brought to fruition through grassroots advocacy from parents, consumers and service providers working together with policy makers to initiate and implement chance.  Oh, the Possibilities!

Respectfully,

Clare Irwin

National Agenda State Coordinator for Rhode Island

