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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
All individuals learn best when they have the opportunity to practice and apply what they are learning in real life situations. Because students with visual impairments may be less able to pick up information and related concepts that sighted children see as they casually go through their day, they have an even greater need for real life learning experiences. 

Students in the Functional Secondary Enrichment (FSE) program also benefit from learning and practicing skills in comfortable, enjoyable contexts that support their unique learning needs. Therefore, a primary goal of this program is to ensure that learning takes place within enjoyable activities. 

Summer learning at TSBVI focuses on skills related to the Expanded Core Curriculum for Blind and Visually Impaired Students (ECC): compensatory academic skills, orientation and mobility, career education, assistive technology, visual efficiency skills, independent living, recreation and leisure, social interaction, and self determination skills. Functional applications of these skill areas include activities such as practicing academic skills like math (making a budget) and literacy (writing a thank you letter), recreational and domestic activities (community outings including travel skills, physical activities, meal planning, cooking, grocery shopping); communication (using appropriate language in various contexts, giving and following directions); planning, organizing, sequencing (planning and giving a party). Specific activities provided for individual students are described below.

CLASSROOM DESCRIPTION

Classroom Theme: “The Arts in Austin” 

Our classroom theme this summer involved having direct, hands-on experiences with the creation and/or exploration of various forms of “the arts.” Many students benefit from direct instruction in the 

areas of recreation and leisure, social skills, communication skills, self advocacy and self esteem. Children who have vision typically learn these concepts through direct experience with objects and people, by observing others interacting with objects and people, and by viewing pictures and videos of objects, interactions, and events. For a child with a visual impairment these opportunities may be limited. Our classroom activities were designed to further develop these skills and to provide opportunities to explore new skills and activities that the students may have not yet experienced. These activities also helped students learn that they can be active participants in their world. The following domains were targeted, based on the Expanded Core Curriculum for Students Who are Blind or Visually Impaired.

Literacy

Each student kept a personal journal/scrapbook of her summer experience at TSBVI. The journals were created in the student’s personal literacy medium (e.g., Braille, large print, pictures). The students also wrote "thank you" letters to the various community members who hosted us. Weekly grocery shopping lists were created by each student, and used within our shopping program. The students used labels in the dorm to know where to store items after shopping. Recipes and cooking directions were read within our cooking program and when creating art (such as making soap). The students also authored a story together.

Math

Each student paid for grocery items we purchased, using the concept of "a dollar more” system. Using this method, students are taught that whenever the cost of an item contains a certain number of dollars and a certain number of cents, they should pay the next higher dollar and receive the change (e.g., if the cost is $5.75, pay $6.00). This is a good method to use for students who have difficulty understanding how to pay the cents to the right of the decimal point. Money folding techniques and money identification were explored. 

Social Skills/Self-Advocacy

Social skills were infused into every aspect of this unit. Skills such as proper greetings, interactions with strangers, requesting assistance, waiting, turn taking, and how to conduct oneself in a variety of public places were discussed and practiced. Students also worked on sharing their ideas and giving input, helping them increase their self esteem and self determination.

Independent Living Skills

The students worked on greater independence in all aspects of their daily routines. Before grocery shopping and planning their meals, we discussed healthy food choices and the importance of incorporating the five basic food groups. The students then had to plan meals, and use social skills to agree on purchases as a group. Each student created a shopping list and navigated the grocery store to find their items. During the cooking programs students prepared their own breakfasts in the morning, as well as their lunch three times a week. Everyone practiced different skills throughout the program, such as using appliances, measuring, pouring, mixing, spreading, opening containers, and using proper table manners. Students also learned to make a smoothie. They learned to use a blender and followed a recipe to make it. The students learned and used social skills throughout these activities such as taking turns, requesting help, and making judgments and decisions. Students also went out to eat at a restaurant two times during the session. They had an opportunity to make healthy choices, practice interacting with restaurant staff, practice budgeting skills, and learn appropriate restaurant etiquette.    

Recreation and Leisure 

Recreation and leisure skills are a very important part of teenagers’ and adults’ lives and often occupy a large percentage of time. Students participated in many recreation and leisure activities in the classroom as well as in the community to gain knowledge of activities they may want to pursue in the future. These activities were incorporated into the program to teach skills such as independent recreation and leisure, social leisure skills, taking turns, conversing with peers, and helping others.  

Activities and Places Visited  
· Umlauf Sculpture Garden and Museum - Students explored the sculptures and the gardens. They learned about materials used to create the sculptures and the artists who created these pieces of art. They also had the opportunity to use clay to make a sculpture of their own. 
· Ceramics Bayou - Students were able to choose a piece of pottery that they liked. They used a sponge to clean the dust off of their ceramics, were taught how to paint it, chose the colors that they wanted to use, and painted with various paintbrushes.
· Erlewine Guitars - Mark Erlewine is a famous guitar maker who has created instruments for such musicians as Paul McCartney, Dire Straits, and ZZ Top. He graciously invited us to come to his shop, where he explained the steps of making a guitar, complete with hands-on examples of each stage of the process. 
· Social Games - Students played social skills games to work on the art of socializing with others and to get to know each other. Games included: “All My Friends” (students discuss what they like and do not like) and a revised version of “Hot Potato” (the student who ends up with the “hot potato” has to answer a question about herself or follow a direction such as “touch your elbow”).

· Classroom Activities - Students participated in various classroom activities that involved creating some form of art. They made a birdhouse and decorated it using various materials, made soap, decorated treasure boxes, authored a story together, and made a scrapbook of all of their adventures.
Individual Student Participation

[Student specific information]
OTHER CLASSES, GROUPS, AND SERVICES

Art (Instructor Pamela Henkel)

Students with visual impairments often benefit from specific assistance in developing leisure skills they can use as teenagers and adults. Art can provide an excellent outlet for leisure activities at all ages. This summer the students practiced making and using a variety of art materials, which helped them to understand and develop new skills. Texture and patterns were explored and applied to lessons such as creating paper lanterns. Students with sight incorporated color as a form of expression by creating tie-dyed t-shirts. Visual and tactual discrimination of different objects helped students become more aware of their abilities and what can be achieved through art.  

Art activities included:

· Creating, organizing and assembling paper lanterns

· Creating tactual and visual patterns

· Experiencing and using a variety of art materials

· Experiencing art as a leisure activity

· Experimenting with color and creating new colors

 Infused skills included:

· Organizing a personal workspace

· Making choices 

· Gathering needed materials

· Cleaning up and putting away                 

· Teamwork

· Communication and social skills

· Following instructions and giving directions

· Requesting and providing assistance

· Self-advocacy

Music (Instructor Shannon Darst)

Each summer school class participated in a daily music class. The students were able to explore various music instruments, practice music-related concepts, interact in various movement activities, and listen to various genres and forms of age-appropriate music. Some of the instruments that the students explored included drums, harmonicas, whistles, rhythm instruments/percussion, keyboards, autoharps, and acoustic guitars. The students also had the opportunity to use microphones with a sound system, which was used to encourage or enhance vocal exploration. Some of the music-related concepts explored during music class were beat, rhythm, tempo, pattern, melody, harmony, and silence. Movement activities included dancing, stretching, parachute games and interpretive movement. Some of the music genres heard in music class included blues, rock, country, pop, hip-hop, classical, international/world, and traditional folk music.  

For students with deafblindness, music class activities included frequent use of vibration and tactile interaction in order for the students to better access the music and instruments presented in class.  
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