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Summer Program Report

Academic Secondary Enrichment

Rock Band
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“Student”


Dates:       
June 15-19, 2009
Teacher:   
Mark Rodgers, John Castillo
Teaching Assistant:  Derrick Fore



Overview of Academic Secondary Enrichment Program

The Academic Secondary Enrichment (ASE) classes are for older students in academic settings.  These students work hard in school to learn core curriculum subjects in settings with their sighted peers.  In TSBVI summer programs, they have the opportunity to practice their academic skills within meaningful, high-interest activities, and to learn and practice skills related to the Expanded Core Curriculum for Blind and Visually Impaired Students (ECC), such as skills of independent living, recreation and leisure skills, career education, technology, social interaction skills and self-determination.

Each ASE class has a unique theme, and students participate in a wide variety of activities related to the theme of their class.  During these activities, students may also enjoy experiences related to the ECC, such as using public transportation, food shopping and preparation, managing and organizing one’s living area, getting places on time, planning and evaluating a project, keeping up with belongings, using technology for various purposes including research, and applying math and literacy skills within activities (e.g., making a budget, and creating and using lists and other plans).  An additional benefit of the program is the opportunity to interact with other students with visual impairments.  For many, talking with other students about the challenges they face at home and school may both alleviate feelings of isolation and increase self-confidence.

The ASE classes that were taught during the summer of 2009 were:  Astronomy, Camp Fine Arts, Getting There (mobility and travel in the community), It’s My Life (self-determination), Adaptive Tools and Technology for Accessible Mathematics, Middle School Enrichment, Radio Station Management, Physical Education (one section was offered for SBOE credit), Restaurant Management,  Rock Band, Taste of Independence, and Writers’ Workshop.

Description of Class 
Students in this class were introduced to the ideas and practices involved in forming a rock band. They had the opportunity to write music, explore various aspects of the music industry, participate as a band member, record a final project, and perform live in front of peers.

 

Planning the Class

Students arrived with an intense passion for music and a strong desire to participate in this rock band program. Those students who came with limited musical skills learned the basics of their instruments and helped the teachers to understand what adaptations they have needed. The students with more advanced musical skills and experience shared their knowledge and showed maturity in supporting their peers who were eager to learn new skills.

 

Students chose their individual roles as band members, were introduced to basic music theory, began collaborating in song writing activities, and explored playing together to prepare for their final projects of recording and live performance. During preparation activities, they practiced not only music and basic academic skills (writing, math, and listening/speaking skills), but also skills involving creative thinking, decision-making, and problem solving as they prepared a schedule and assigned duties for writing, rehearsing, recording, and performing. Students also developed personal qualities such as social skills, responsibility, and self-esteem.

 

Students learned about equipping a rock band on an off-campus visit to a local music store. As a group, they took public transportation to the music store and did informational shopping individually and with TSBVI staff assistance. Students were encouraged to do comparative shopping and learned ways to identify equipment that would best suit their needs and budgets, communicating with music store staff and practicing advocacy skills. Back on campus, they helped set up the classrooms for practice and recording sessions.

Class Activities

Students collaborated in writing material and created interpretations of “cover songs” (songs written by other groups or artists). The band members worked together to create an original song, writing lyrics, chords, and rhythms. Then they applied themselves wholeheartedly to activities related to performing and recording their work, especially practicing and perfecting their songs.

 

Students participated in recording their own CD in the TSBVI recording studio. In addition to the musical and cooperative skills they needed for playing together, they employed organizational skills by setting up the room and equipment and by helping to sequence the steps involved in the recording process. Students were also required to show a high level of patience and support for their fellow band mates as they waited to perform their parts in the recording process.

 

Finally, the band performed in front of an audience of their peers and parents. They introduced themselves and their songs, and played their selections with confidence.

Closing Down the Class

Students enjoyed a reception and party following their live performance. They discussed the strengths and successes of their work and analyzed what they would change for future projects. Students participated in the break down of the recording gear and live production equipment. They also introduced peers and staff to parents and friends at the reception with great pride and a sense of personal accomplishment for all of their hard work.

Individual Student Comments

· Student was lead vocalist in the camp’s band, “Dr. Tran and the Love Guns.”

· Student was instrumental in the band’s creation of the original song, “Space Epic.”  Student 
· gave helpful suggestions to band mates about how their parts should be played.

· helped write the lyrics.

· Student rehearsed five hours a day on 

· the band’s original song, “Space Epic.”

· “Love Gun,” by Kiss.

· “Seek and Destroy,” by Metallica.

· Student enjoyed testing high-end electric guitars and recording equipment during the class’s field trip to Guitar Center, a store in Austin.

· Student seemed to enjoy the recording process most.  He was proud to have a copy of his own creation.

I enjoyed working with Student this summer.  We participated in many learning opportunities, experienced growth in maturity and working with peers, and had fun at the same time.  Student is a courteous, thoughtful and talented young man.

Sincerely,

John Castillo, Teacher
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