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Overview of Academic Secondary Enrichment Program

The Academic Secondary Enrichment (ASE) classes are designed for middle and high school academic students.  These students work hard in school to learn core curriculum subjects such as math and science in classrooms with their sighted peers.  In TSBVI summer programs, they have the opportunity to practice these academic skills within meaningful, high-interest activities, while also learning and practicing skills related to the Expanded Core Curriculum for Blind and Visually Impaired Students (ECC).  The ECC includes skills such as compensatory academic skills (e.g., braille and tactile graphics), orientation and mobility, career education, assistive technology, visual efficiency skills, independent living, recreation and leisure, social interaction, and self determination skills.  

Each ASE class has a unique theme, and students participate in a wide variety of activities related to the theme of their class.  During these activities, students learn and practice specific ECC skills such as using public transportation, food shopping and preparation, managing and organizing one’s living area, getting places on time, planning and evaluating a project, keeping up with belongings, using technology for various purposes including research, and applying math and literacy skills within meaningful activities (e.g., making a budget, and creating and using lists and other plans).  An additional benefit of the program is the opportunity to interact with other students with visual impairments.  For many, talking with other students about the challenges they face at home and school may both alleviate feelings of isolation and increase self-confidence.

The ASE classes that were taught during the summer of 2010 were:  Adaptive Tools and Technology for Accessible Mathematics, Camp Fine Arts, Chemistry, Chorus, Getting There (mobility and travel in the community), Individual Sports (physical education for SBOE credit), Middle School Enrichment, Radio Station Management, Recreational Sports, Problem Busters (an exploration of engineering and “thinking out of the box”), Restaurant Management,  Rock Band, Taste of Independence, and Writers’ Workshop.

Description of Class:  Radio Station Management
This class focused on the management of a radio station, including off-air production and on-air presentation of content.  Each student produced and presented live programs covering news, current events, history, music and areas of his or her interest.  The program was broadcast on the campus grounds over a low wattage FM transmitter.  The target audience included students and staff at TSBVI—a live audience for their programming!  Over the two-week period the students worked to develop a basic level of technical competence in sound and radio production techniques, including recording, simple mixing, and studio operation.  
Students in Radio Station Management also had many opportunities to learn and practice skills from the Expanded Core Curriculum for students with visual impairments.  For example, personal social goals included the development of collaborative work and social skills, increasing ability to advocate for needed adaptations, accepting constructive feedback, and using individual strengths as part of a group effort.  Students explored Career Education as they learned about the various jobs available at radio stations.  They had many opportunities to use and develop their compensatory literacy and technology skills as well. 

Visits to Radio Stations

As an introduction to the field of radio, students visited KOOP radio (a cooperatively run, listener -supported station).  They enjoyed a tour led by Elizabeth Hansen, a program manager for Youth Spin, a radio program run by local Austin high school students.  Elizabeth recorded a brief segment with the students which was played on the air during the Youth Spin show on Friday, June 18, 2010.  
Afterward, students interviewed Thor Armbruster, a DJ who works with KOOP radio.  Mr. Armbruster explained how he runs his show, gave the class a guided tour of the studio, showed the class the sound room and the mixer, and let the students tactually explore the fifteen hundred dollar microphones.  It was the class’s first chance to see how a real radio station operates and to see a professional DJ in action.  In addition, Mr. Armbruster interviewed the students and recorded the interview to be used on the air, so each student can now include in their resume that they have actual radio experience and airtime.  
Finally, students interviewed Steven Michael Kerr, a program manager at Magic 95.5 FM in Austin.  As an individual who is blind, a DJ, and a program manager, Mr. Kerr was an excellent role model for students and provided them with a wonderful interview.
Planning and Preparation

The students were involved in planning all aspects of managing their radio station. They worked collaboratively to: 

· Make decisions about programming, guided by various interests of individuals in the group
· Adapt to the programming day and make adjustments as needed
· Schedule program slots
· Create, post, and distribute flyers to advertise the radio station  
Other activities students completed to prepare for broadcast included:
· Acquiring music to be played on the air 
· Developing play lists 
· Researching and writing news items, weather reports, community announcements, and public service announcements  
· Scheduling and preparing for guest interviews  
· Soliciting commercials from other classes and negotiating payment terms 
· Checking to make sure equipment was working  
· Learning to operate switchers, microphones, transmitters and other broadcast equipment  
Going On Air!
In this phase of the project, students were “on the airwaves.” Their programs were recorded and rebroadcast in the evening hours as if transmitted live. This gave the students an opportunity to hear their performance and to make self-assessments and improvements.   

Specific skills practiced included: 

· Using radio broadcasting technology and equipment

· Reporting and describing problems to the engineer

· Monitoring equipment during broadcasts and tapings

· Controlling and mixing sound

· Interacting with listeners who called in to request specific music

· Following station program guidelines  for appropriateness of content 
· Giving news and weather updates and public service announcements

· Scheduling and confirming ads from other classes

· Negotiating barters for ads

· Interviewing local talent on the air

· Working under pressure with deadlines in an on-air environment

· Using organization and literacy skills to keep track of tasks and projects

· Following complex instructions

 

Follow-Up to the Broadcast
Another focus of the Expanded Core Curriculum is Self-Determination, and our end-of-day activities addressed decision-making, self-reflection, and accepting critique.  At the end of each broadcast day, the class discussed the programming and where improvements could be made. The students learned to provide constructive feedback to one another and to accept suggestions and compliments offered by peers.  After the final broadcast, the students reflected on their work experience by listing their own areas of strength, the skills they had gained, and the areas in which they would like to improve. 

Breakfast Cooking Program on Dorm  

Independent Living Skills are an important part of the Expanded Core Curriculum.  Students in the Radio program had many opportunities to work on Independent Living Skills, especially food preparation.  Each morning the students made independent food choices and prepared their own breakfasts. A wide variety of skills were taught and practiced as students took turns setting the table, cooking, and cleaning up. Some of the students used tools and appliances they had previously not used.
Initially, there was an emphasis on meals that were easy to prepare, such as cereal, oatmeal packets, and yogurt with fruit. After the first few days, students decided on a breakfast menu that included greater variety with expanded options for developing cooking skills.  Having breakfast together on the dorm allowed us to make a fun and relaxed transition to the classroom environment, since we were able to have a conversation and brainstorming session over breakfast that we then took over to the classroom.
Travel Off-Campus
Orientation and Mobility is an essential component of the Expanded Core Curriculum.  Radio Station Management students had the opportunity to travel as a group with a TSBVI O&M specialist to downtown Austin for lunch.  Students traveled using the city bus or a taxi.  In both cases, students travelled as independently as possible.  This included entering and exiting the bus, using a bus pass, and notifying the driver of where to stop.  The student who took a taxi acquired materials for the trip, including an umbrella, cab vouchers, and a low-vision device, phoned the taxi for pick-up to and from our destination, and was responsible for address verification and voucher exchange.
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