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Summer Program Report

Academic Secondary Enrichment

Writers’ Workshop

Student:   Imaginary Student
Dates:       June 22 - July 2, 2009
Teacher:   Robert Pierson - Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments
Teaching Assistant:  Jennifer Carney

Overview of Academic Secondary Enrichment Program

The Academic Secondary Enrichment (ASE) classes are for older students in academic settings.  These students work hard in school to learn core curriculum subjects in settings with their sighted peers.  In TSBVI summer programs, they have the opportunity to practice their academic skills within meaningful, high-interest activities, and to learn and practice skills related to the Expanded Core Curriculum for Blind and Visually Impaired Students (ECC), such as skills of independent living, recreation and leisure skills, career education, technology, social interaction skills and self-determination.

Each ASE class has a unique theme, and students participate in a wide variety of activities related to the theme of their class.  During these activities, students may also enjoy experiences related to the ECC, such as using public transportation, food shopping and preparation, managing and organizing one’s living area, getting places on time, planning and evaluating a project, keeping up with belongings, using technology for various purposes including research, and applying math and literacy skills within activities (e.g., making a budget, and creating and using lists and other plans).  An additional benefit of the program is the opportunity to interact with other students with visual impairments.  For many, talking with other students about the challenges they face at home and school may both alleviate feelings of isolation and increase self-confidence.

The ASE classes that were taught during the summer of 2009 were:  Astronomy, Camp Fine Arts, Getting There (mobility and travel in the community), It’s My Life (self-determination), Adaptive Tools and Technology for Accessible Mathematics, Middle School Enrichment, Radio Station Management, Physical Education (one section was offered for SBOE credit), Restaurant Management,  Rock Band, Taste of Independence, and Writers’ Workshop.

Description of Class:  Writers’ Workshop
The Writer’s Workshop class cultivates young writers in many ways: as creative writers, as editors of their own work, and also as active workshop collaborators.  Robert Pierson, a TSBVI language arts teacher, and Jennifer Carney, a teacher aide, guided the students through the creative writing process through brainstorming, free writes, and revision sessions.  The students read and discussed poetry by notable authors as examples of different styles, influences, tone, etc.  Students were able to experience literacy as a meaningful, highly motivating, personal life journey -- leading to the view of written language as exciting and dynamic, not just a skill needed to pass a course or a test.  At the end of the two-week program students published a collection of their literary pieces and celebrated the end of the workshop by reading their work to an audience of teachers, friends, and family.
Student Activities and Skills Practiced

Writer’s Workshop
Each workshop day began with a free-write exercise where the students were given a prompt and asked to write on the topic for 30 minutes: change, the fantastic, the world, and science.  Students then had the option to share their work or not.  More often than not, all the students chose to share and discuss.

Students then read and discussed various writings by published poets as a model and preparation for the day’s writing activities. Examples included literature of a particular genre, poems that made use of a particular poetic or literary device (e.g., metaphor), and lyrics to songs. The class then discussed the work:  What is the speaker’s perspective? What happens in the piece? What really happens? What could have happened? 

The students were then asked to write their own piece in the style of, or informed by, the piece they had just read, and/or the free-write prompt. Afterward, they were asked to share their piece with the rest of the class.

After the students had written a few pieces based on the daily activity, they would workshop their writing. The workshop was a process whereby two or three students a day chose a piece of their own to be read, reviewed, and constructively criticized by the rest of the class. 

There were certain ground rules for the workshop and feedback. The author was asked to remain quiet during the workshop--no explanations, no comments. Everyone read through the piece first without writing anything. Then the students were given 10 minutes to work through a response worksheet that asked several questions about the work.  After the 10 minutes, feedback from the worksheet was given to the author:  what is working in the piece, the use of sensory details, new metaphors and/or similes, reconsidering word choice, rearranging lines to make the piece more interesting or exciting, adding details for clarification, rewriting the last line, etc. It is often difficult to get student writers to talk about each other’s work, especially when it involves asking them to change something that they have written. Because of the strong feeling of community these writers developed, this class had little difficulty with giving and receiving feedback.

As the class neared the end of the two-week workshop, they were asked to choose three pieces for self-publication in an anthology for them to take home. The anthology is also placed in the TSBVI library collection. The students used the peer feedback from the workshop to make this decision. The work was then proofread, edited, and given a final proof by the authors.

The students also performed their work at a reading held on the final day of the class and attended by parents, school staff and students. In preparation for the reading, each author rehearsed their work to perfect the most effective ways to present it.

This year an intern from Japan, (Name withheld from online sample report), sat in on the workshop.  She is studying to become a literature teacher in Japan. Her perspective on writing and her interaction with the students was very enriching for the writers.

Additional Activities

Other activities in Writer’s Workshop included: 
· After a morning of work and writing on “the fantastic in literature,” the class watched portions of Twilight Zone - The Movie. 
· On the day the students discussed lyrics and songwriting, singer and songwriter Darden Smith visited the school and spoke to the class about his craft, and then performed a brief concert. 
· From a discussion on “Inspiration,” the class took an off-campus trip to The Blanton Museum on the University of Texas campus.
· In the afternoons after class, the students participated in various on and off campus enrichment activities. If they chose to, workshop participants were able to continue working and revising their writing projects, or could spend time reading. 
Independent Living Skills  
Although the focus of our class was writing, students had ample opportunities to develop Independent Living Skills.  Students began their day by independently preparing their own breakfast. They planned their menu, assigned duties, and developed a plan for preparing the meal and cleaning up afterward.  During this activity they practiced critical thinking skills, organizational skills, team building, interpersonal skills, ways to make best use of their resources, and problem-solving strategies.

Concluding Activities
At the completion of the two week program, the students evaluated the program for its effectiveness: what they liked best and least about the program and why; what they would change about the program; what they got from the program that they wouldn't get anywhere else; what the differences were between this class and workshop and their school classes; whether they would participate again; and what it felt like to perform their work in front of an audience.  Most of the responses centered around enjoying the workshop because it provided them the time and opportunity to “just write.”
Individual Student Comments

Imaginary was one of the best writers in the group. Her style was very mature and developed. She was adept at putting her ideas on paper and painting a picture in the reader’s mind. She had “a way with words” and a versatile voice that could fit any style or genre. Imaginary was creative and irreverent at times, analytical and insightful at other times. She was an outgoing young lady who seemed highly observant and understanding of the world around her. Imaginary was a great help during the breakfast cooking program and was always ready to volunteer for any task to get food on the table. Imaginary was proficient in using a desktop computer and flash drive, as well as using the Internet to do research or to fill extra time in the day. Imaginary is a fine writer and was a joy to have in the workshop.

A sample of Imaginary’s writing can be found on the last page of this report.

Sincerely,

Robert Pierson, Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments

Jennifer Carney, TA
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