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Outreach Programs Sponsored or Co-Sponsored Conferences

2011 Introduction to the Intervener Team Model

September 23-24, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center, Austin, TX 
Presenters:  Texas Deafblind Project Staff
Interveners need specialized skills related to deafblindness, in order to provide one-on-one instructional support to students who are deafblind.  They need appropriate supervision and support from the IEP team.  To help meet the needs of interveners in Texas, the Texas Deafblind Project at Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired is pleased to announce the 2011 Introduction to the Intervener Team Model.

This conference is for those individuals who are newly assigned in the role as an Intervener or for current Interveners who have not yet had the opportunity to attend this introductory training.  Each intervener should attend this training with a professional member of the educational team (ideally the classroom teacher, but this could also be a teacher for the deaf and hard of hearing or teacher for students with visual impairments or another professional regularly involved with the deafblind student).  Family members (parents or guardians) of the student are welcomed to attend, as well.

Training Areas Include:
· Experiencing the World of Deafblindness
· Deafblindness: Impact & Implications

· Intervener Competencies & Training Updates

· Intervener and Team Roles & Responsibilities
· The Five Components of Quality Intervention

· Intervention Issues & Considerations in the areas of:

· Identification of Tools and Strategies to Support the Student Profile


Breakout sessions have been designed to meet the needs of individuals.  We have organized these breakout sessions by student communication levels: Pre-Symbolic Communicator, Emerging Symbolic Communicator, Intermediate Symbolic Communicator and Advanced Symbolic Communicator.

Go to http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKwebID=0x256254b3ee  for information and to register on-line.

Hotel

Rooms are available at the Crowne Plaza for $115.00 per night.  The deadline for room reservations is September 2nd, 2010
Financial Assistance

Limited financial assistance funds are available for family, interveners, and their team members from Outreach Programs, please contact: Brian Sobeck, (512) 206-9225 or 
Early Registration Fee
Professionals & family members: 
$35               

Interveners/ Paraprofessionals:    Free  


Late Registration Fee:

Professionals & family members:  $50              

Interveners/ Paraprofessionals:    $5

Deaf-Blind Multihandicapped Association of Texas (DBMAT) Family Conference

October 14-16, 2011, Camp John Marc, Meridian, TX

Every October DBMAT holds an annual conference.  Families of people with deafblindness come from all parts of Texas.  The Conference is held at Camp John Marc, a totally accessible environment located one hour west of Waco.  Parents are offered lectures relating to best practices in the field of deafblindness.  Topics change each year.  Presentations are made by both professionals and parents.  People find that they also learn a great deal in the spaces of time between the lectures.  Informal sharing helps people emotionally and can provide special tips which can't be orchestrated in a lecture.  Lifelong friendships for adults and children have resulted from the DBMAT conference.  While the parents are involved in training, their children are involved in a full camping experience.  This includes such activities as ropes course, archery, fishing, hiking, arts and crafts, campfire, etc.

To learn more about this event go to the DBMAT website at www.dbmat-tx.org.

6th Annual Texas Chargers Family Retreat

November 4-5, 2011, Camp Allen, Navasota Texas 

The Texas Chargers, Inc. is a group of Texas families, friend, and professionals who are dedicated to helping children and young adults who live with Charge Syndrome. The primary function of this organization is to support the emotional and educational needs of the people with Charge Syndrome and the families and professionals working with them, to provide them with a better quality of life. Once a year this organization hosts a family retreat.  For information about the 6th annual event, go to the Texas Chargers website at http://texaschargers.org/index.htm .  

SWOMA Conference:  Out of the Box and On a Shoe String
November 10-12, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center, Austin, TX

The Southwest Orientation and Mobility Association hosts the 2011-12 conference at the new TSBVI Conference Center.  This year the event takes a look at orientation and mobility needs and challenges for a wide range of individuals including the elderly, returning military personnel, infants, individuals in wheelchairs, individuals with cognitive challenges and others.  Planned each year by a committee of professionals currently working as orientation and mobility specialists, this conference delivers practical information about best practice and innovation in instruction and technology.  

For more information about this year’s event, go to  http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x2737348aec . Special reduced rate for early bird registration, so register now.  Early bird registration ends October 1st.

TAER/Texas Focus
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Mark Your Calendars Now!
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March 29-30 and 30-31, 2012

Omni West, Houston, TX

In these tough economic times, we need to find ways to save money, and few of us have much release time to attend conferences.  This year, in an effort to make both events more convenient and cost effective for individuals to attend, TAER and Texas Focus have decided to collaborate to host our first combined conference at the Omni Houston Westside (www.omni.com ) 13210 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX 77079.

These two events will be held back-to-back over three days in March.  TAER runs from Thursday morning until Friday afternoon.  Texas Focus begins Friday evening with a keynote and runs through Saturday afternoon.  A single registration site is established so you may opt to attend all or part of the event and pay accordingly.  We have done everything we can to keep the registration costs as low as possible to make it easier for you to attend.

Texas AER is currently in the planning stages and the format for that portion of the Back-to-Back will remain very similar to previous TAER conferences.  For more details or questions about this year’s TAER, please contact Julie Prause at julprause@hotmail.com.  TAER Presentation Call for Papers opens October 1, 2011, so please consider sharing your expertise with your colleagues.

The Texas Focus portion of the agenda begins with a keynote on Friday evening.  There will be multiple breakout sessions throughout the day on Saturday.  Professionals, paraprofessionals and parents will find great topic options no matter where their individual interests lie.  

Limited stipends will be available to family members wishing to attend this combined event.  These stipends will be awarded on a first-come-first-served basis to family members who do not have other resources available to cover the cost of participating in this event.  Information about requesting these stipends will be available on the Outreach Programs website in the early fall months.
Please visit either the TAER or Outreach Programs websites to get more information about this special conference.   Details about the registration costs and agenda will be available in the early fall.
Workshops at the TSBVI Conference Center
This year we are sponsoring a number of topical workshops at the new TSBVI Conference Center.  Go online to the Outreach pages to get more information about registration (www.tsbvi.edu/outreach).  Most of these events are provided at little or no cost to registrants.  We have applied for both ACVREP and SBEC continuing education hours for all of these events.
Collaborations Skills:  Meeting the Needs of Students with Visual Impairments in General Education Classes

Date and Location of Training:  September 29, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center
Presented by Ann Adkins, VI Outreach Consultant and Outreach Staff

This workshop will examine the roles of itinerant teachers of the visually impaired (TVIs), orientation and mobility specialists (COMS), and general education teachers in order to identify effective ways to meet the needs of students who are visually impaired and served in general education classrooms.  We will stress the importance of developing good collaboration skills and provide suggestions and strategies to help teachers support students who are visually impaired in inclusive settings.  Audience:  COMS, TVI, ECI professionals, parents

Length of Training:  1 day
To Register: http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x273981f302 
Using Routines with Non-Ambulatory Infants & Preschoolers to Encourage the Development of Purposeful Movement
Date and Location of Training:  October 6, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center
Presenter: Marjie Wood, COMS, AER Chair Division 9, Austin, TX

This session will share routines that have motivated infants and preschoolers to start moving and develop purposeful movement. This session is highly interactive and will include activities with baby dolls carried out on the floor, so be sure to wear comfortable clothing. Participants will be able to develop specialized routines for their students after the discussion on effective methods, materials and goals. This session is limited to 20 participants
Audience:  COMS, TVI, ECI professionals, parents

Length of Training:  1 day

To Register:  http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x273658af38 
Adaptive PE for Students with Visual and Multiple Impairments

Date and Location of Training:  October 27, 2001, TSBVI Conference Center

Presenter:  Elina Mullen Ed.D. CAPE, Adapted Physical Education Teacher, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

Like their peers, students with visual impairments, including those with significant additional impairments benefit greatly from learning recreational skills and fitness activities.  Elina will share information about the impact of visual impairments and other disabilities on these students access to physical education and discuss strategies for including them in a variety of physical activities.  She will emphasize adapting commercial products and modifying sports to allow for participation.  

Audience:  APE instructors, teachers of the visually impaired, teachers of the deaf, COMS, parents

Length of Training:  1 day

To Register:  http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x27434288d9 
Teaching Braille Music

Date and Location:  December 1, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center

Presenters:  Sharon Nichols, Outreach Technology Consultant, and Brian Sobeck, BA in Music Composition

Want to help your student learn to read braille music?  This hands-on workshop will provide you with strategies and resources for doing just that.  

Audience:  TVI, Music Teachers

Length of Training:  1 day

To Register: http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x2737729b22 
Mentor Training

Date and Location:  December 2-3, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center

Presenters:  Chrissy Cowan, Mentor Coordinator, Jim Durkel, Outreach Teacher, and Cyral Mentor, Outreach Director, TSBVI Outreach Programs

This training will prepare experienced teachers of students with visual impairments and certified orientation and mobility specialists to mentor an individual who is either new to the VI profession or has recently moved to Texas.  Applications are accepted from across the state with recommendations made by VI personnel at your education service center, your supervisor, and a co-worker.  As a precursor to this training, participants will be required to complete an on-line course http://www.tsbvi.edu/Outreach/course/index.htm that requires approximately 2 hours.  For more information contact Chrissy Cowan at 12-206-9367or chrissycowan@tsbvi.edu.

Audience:  Experienced teachers of students with visual impairments, certified orientation and mobility specialists
Length of Training: 1 ½ days

Interesting Facts About Skin and The Importance of Good and Safe Touch in Brain Development

Date and Location of Training:  January 13, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center

Presenters:  Gigi Newton, Early Childhood Consultants, TSBVI Outreach Programs

Studies have shown how important good and safe touch is for an infant’s survival, growth, and development both emotionally and physically.  Information will be shared why good and safe touch is vital for all human beings and what techniques can be done to promote this type of touch.
Audience:  Early childhood instructors, teachers of the visually impaired, teachers of the deaf, COMS, parents

Length of Training:  1 day

To Register: http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x2741523fed 
Assessment of Students with Visual Impairments:  New Tools, Successful Strategies
Date and Location of Training:  January 20, 2011, TSBVI Conference Center

Presenter:  Marnee Loftin, Psychologist, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

Blindness is a very low incidence disability area, and most evaluation staff have irregular opportunities for assessing students with visual impairments.  Time-tested tips and strategies will be shared.  A new braille edition of the Woodcock Johnson and a new tool from Dr. Joan Chase offer improved options.  

Audience:  School psychologists, diagnosticians, teachers of students with visual impairments

Length of Training:  1 day

To Register: http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x27597667cb 
Transition Weekend for Parents of Student with Deafblindness and Visual and Multiple Impairments

Date and Location of Training: April 20-22, 2012 TSBVI Conference Center

Presenters:  David Wiley and Eva Lavigne, Transition Consultants, TSBVI Outreach

This workshop will address how to take a more active role in Transition Planning to help move learners with visual and multiple impairments or deafblindness toward a personally satisfying adult life in the community. Transition Planning is based on setting personal goals for a meaningful and productive life, taking steps toward realizing those goals, and making connections with allies who can help.  This weekend workshop is designed for families of children who have visual impairments or deafblindness, as well as additional disabilities which limit their independence and create a need for ongoing support, supervision, and assistance as they move into adulthood.  Participants will learn effective strategies to make the most of the secondary school years by being prepared to set clear and realistic goals that reflect the student’s preferences and abilities.  Though primarily designed for parents, professionals and paraprofessionals involved with the participating families may attend.

 Audience:  Parents of students with deafblindness or visual and multiple impairments, their invited educational team members

Length of Training:  Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday until noon 
To Register: http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x273943cbe1
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